
Getting to Know You ~
 Joe & Martha McGuffin

 Seldom does one couple have such 
a rich past in experiences of sharing 
their faith – and to the lost, but let’s not 
get ahead of ourselves.  Joe and Martha 
are avid Christians albeit not Seventh-
day Adventists.  You may have met them 
visiting our church on Sabbath.   If not, you 
certainly will want to.
 They will have been married 53 years 
this June and met and married at First 
Baptist Church in Zion, Illinois, just north of 
Chicago on Lake Michigan.  Their brothers 
,who were friends, introduced them to 
each other.  As a side note, Joe was in the 
Army’s Special Forces (Green Berets) for 
six years and stationed in Viet Nam. 
	 The	McGuffins	lived	in	Zion,	Illinois	for	
four years where they had two children, 
Lori Ann and Scott.  During those years, 
Joe wanted to return to Florida where 
he grew up and where his dad was in 
the Navy.  They settled in Green Cove 
Springs, Florida, south of Jacksonville.  Joe 
worked in Jacksonville where he managed 
inventory; then his company transferred 
him to Orlando where they lived for three 
years.		In	1975	he	became	a	field	engineer	
for an electronic components manufacturer 
working with aerospace and defense 
industries.  Martha was a homemaker 
and went into banking when they moved 
to Conyers, Georgia, close to Atlanta, and 
found	 an	 ideal	 job	 only	 five	 miles	 from	
home.  Their children attended private 
Christian schools before leaving home, but 
now are on their own. 
 Joe loved motorcycles in high school 
and once the children were out of the 
nest, he bought one.  They remember 
how they were visiting a church and while 
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there met a man and woman with “colors” 
on, members of the Christian Motorcyclist 
Association (CMA).  They became friends 
– and still are.  Joe and Martha discovered 
that CMA was an evangelical ministry 
and non-denominational.  It wasn’t long 
and they were convicted that this was the 
ministry God was calling them to.  They 
loved wearing the colors on their vests 
and	 finding	 a	 world	 of	 people	 to	 minister	
to.  Martha was right there by Joe’s side.  
Although the ministry reached out mainly 
to the motorcyclists, it was not exclusive by 
any means.  
 Being a part of CMA brought them 
many unique encounters that the average 
person may not experience.  Riding and 
attending rallies with gangs on Harleys 
isn’t a call for everyone but it was for the 
McGuffins.		CMA’s	motto	is	“Changing	the	
World One Heart at a Time.”  On these 
road trips while camping out, the CMA tent 
site was known for “Here if you need us.”  
Never to push or even approach others 
with Jesus, they were just available for 
whomever and whenever and the bikers 
knew they were there.  
 CMA was a big part of their lives (15+ 
years).   Joe felt called to one of the rallies 
that was held on a farm and the CMA tent 
was at the top of a hill and overlooked 
the approximately 5,000 people at the 
rally.  Martha went with Joe, waiting on the 
sidelines asking herself,  “What am I doing 
here?”  She trusted the Lord, however, 
hearing Him saying, “You can do this.”  
She said it was heart-rending seeing so 
many ladies lost!  They mingled in the “pit” 
surrounded with tattoos, body piercings, 
smoke,	drugs,	etc.	but	 the	McGuffins	had	
on their “colors,” which are highly respected 
by all bikers – no matter how hard a person 

might be.   
 Eventually Martha made little bags 
in a packet and passed them out usually 
in the mornings while the bikers were still 
in a decent frame of mind.  They were 
all grateful.  Those bags had items like 
toothpaste, razors, ponytail holders, a tract, 
and a NKJV of the New Testament and the 
Psalms.  In addition, those little Bibles had 
stories from motorcyclists that have been 
saved.   The bikers knew CMA was there 
with them to help when and if needed 24/7.  
	 Today,	 the	McGuffins	 are	 retired	 and	

no longer ride their motorcycle, but do have 
a convertible to ride in on occasion.  They 
are still supportive of CMA through their 
association with three outreaches: 1) Open 
Doors, 2) Missionary Ventures, and 3) The 
Jesus Film Project.  They meet monthly 
with a local chapter of CMA.
	 Now	you	may	find	Martha	crocheting,	
painting, etc. and Joe working in the 
woodshop, carving intricate statues.  
Both are staying healthy.  They live at the 
beautiful Tryon Estates.  You will want 
to talk with these folks so full of exciting 
adventures.
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New Building Update
 Building Committee
 As you can see we have literally 
broken ground on our building project for 
the new Thrift Store/Yard Sale building.
I must ask all of you PLEASE stay out of 
the construction area while building is 
going on! ! !  Insurance requirements are 
high and liability is always spread out to 
everyone. We would like to see this project 
completed without a hitch.
 We are looking at a completion date of 
sometime in July.
 We had good reception at the business 
meeting and an overwhelming majority 
voted for moving forward with putting the 
building up.
 Our church needs space as it is, 
and growth will only lead to more needed 

space. We presented the need and heard from 
several people as to the many different reasons 
why doing this would be good for our church, 
today, tomorrow, and for years to come.
 We’ll soon be looking at proposals to 
remodel the Morgan center as Phase 2 of our 
building project. This project can start as soon 
as we have the Thrift Store and Yard Sale 
moved to the new building. We did surveys last 
year so we have a gauge as to what the church 
community would like to see for this project. 
This project will be a separate expenditure from 
Phase 1, which is currently going on, and won’t 
begin until Phase 1 is complete.
 I would ask all of you to please pray for 
our continued resources to reach out to our 
community through the Thrift Store and Yard 
Sale.
 Thank you,
 Ted Coles

Couples Wedding Shower
 Sarah Rowe
 We have double reason to celebrate! 
Mark your calendars and come celebrate 
with a couples shower for both Dakota 
Hines & (Krystal) and Bethany Painter 
& (Anthony) on April 14, 10 a.m. at the 
Landrum Train Depot.
 Let’s have fun celebrating with our 
own kids who have grown up. Hines 
is registered at: Bed, Bath & Beyond; 
Amazon; Perfect; and Williams & Sonoma. 
Painter is registered at: Bed, Bath, & 
Beyond. Questions: Sarah Rowe, 828-817-
3315.
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Diluting the Gospel ~ 3
 Liberty Department
Aristotle, the Macedonian Realist; The 
first one to try to prove the existence of 
God with logic

Continued from February

 Let’s come back to the example 
regarding Peter in Matthew chapter 16. 
We	 can	 conclude:	 Peter	 had	 sufficient	
evidences to base his faith in the divinity of 
Christ. His answer was not based on “blind” 
faith. It was not based on reason and 
demonstrations either. Please, do not mix 
evidence with proof and demonstration. 
Evidence is not a proof or a demonstration. 
To prove something it has to be done with 
deductive reasoning. To demonstrate 
is an experimentation act to serve as a 
partial proof. We rely on evidence in cases 
when we do not have any hope to prove 
it. When Jesus was asked to give a proof 
He let the two men observe His work - the 
fulfillment	 of	 prophesy.	 Then,	 He	 pointed	
to them to carry and witness to John the 
Baptist what they experienced. Our faith 
in Jesus is based on the same principal. 
By looking Gods work around us and 
prophesy	 fulfillments,	 our	 faith	 grows	
stronger. The secular world asks for prove 
and demonstration. The Spirit of Prophesy 
is saying - we do not have it. When God 
asks for faith, He gives us evidence but He 
“never removes the possibility of doubt”. 
We will talk more about this when we study 
Thomas Aquinas. God gave us the ability 
to reason for the things we observe and in 
the same time, He gave us the ability to put 
our trust on things we cannot see. Both are 
beneficial	and	have	their	place.
I would like to give an example how faith 
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and reason could work together in the real 
life:	The	good	farmer	looks	for	a	fertile	field	
and a water source nearby. He tills the 
soil deep and preserves the seeds from 
the best fruits. He plans to plant them in 
the well prepared soil. He came to this 
knowledge by observation and reasoning. 
He observed that the seeds from the best 
plants produce stronger seedlings. Then he 
noted that when the seedlings grew, they 
performed better in a well prepared soil. 
But, he will do something rather strange 
and unreasonable as well. He will dig a 
small hole in the soil; he will place several 
seeds in the bottom of it, and will cover 
them back with soil, hoping they will grow. 
For some of us this could be unreasonable 
and foolish but for him it is faith, based on 
evidence. He was instructed to do that from 
his father, grandfather and his neighbors. 
Last year, when he planted the seeds that 
way, they grew. The year before, they grew 
as	well.	He	had	sufficient	evidences	to	base	
his faith in this step of the process and he is 
looking forward for an abundant crop.
Let’s look at the two extremes: A farmer, 
who prepares the soil, has the seeds in 
hand but never steps forward with faith to 
plant them – he bases everything in his 
life on reason alone. The other extreme is 
a farmer who has faith and quickly plants 
the seeds but never prepares the soil – he 
bases everything in his life on a “blind” faith. 
In these two cases, if there will be a crop, it 
will not be abundant. We should not follow 
the examples of the two farmers in our 
spiritual lives and when we do evangelism 
in the community.
After Aristotle, two major philosophical 
systems spring out of the ancient Greek 

philosophy. Actually, while in Athens, 
Apostle Paul met and had discussions 
with their followers. We will talk about this 
in the next edition. We will study also how 
Aristotle understood a good presentation 
should look like by pulling the tree main 
strings – Ethos, Pathos and Logos. This 
could be a useful skill in some situations. 
With	this	we	will	finish	our	overview	of	the	
ancient Greek philosophy.

Diluting the Gospel ~ 3
 Continued from Page 6

Continued on Page 11
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Our Missionaries
 Trey & Vicky Brown

Feast for the Soul

 Before this beautiful meal was placed 
on the table our hearts were full already.  
 Two Sabbaths ago when speaking 
about the surety of being in heaven, Rose 
responded by saying, “Lord willing I will be 
there.”
 “Of course you will if you desire.” we 
responded.
	 Her	face	was	filled	with	uncertainty	as	

she	slowly	looked	to	the	floor.	That	Sabbath	
the Spirit told us it was time to break away 
from our normal study for just one week and 
dive into the gospel. The following week we 
did just that – reading John 3, Numbers 21, 
as well as 1 John. How impossible it is to 
describe the joy we felt as we watched our 
friend realize that she could be saved by 
grace through faith in Christ and she could 
have	assurance	of	salvation.	She	finished	
with a prayer confessing her sins and 
accepting Jesus as her savior.
 Praise be to God!
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Homecoming ~ April 25
 Desirée Magnant
 Kelley is my homecoming partner and 
we have secured Pastor Mark Heisey to 
speak on Sabbath.  We are in the process 
of approaching church members for a 
Friday evening Jam and Bread session and 
also for the Saturday Night - GAME NIGHT 
LIVE!  It will surely be a weekend full of 
opportunity for old members to reconnect 
and participate and make new friendships.  
March and Early April will be designed for 
visitation and we will be in touch to ask 
your help with going out to visit past and 
disconnected members in their homes.
	 If	you	have	specific	ideas	for	any	of	the	
above - please reply and let us know.  
 Pray fervently for our church, for 
our pastor and for the programs that are 
ALREADY touching lives in Polk and 
surrounding counties.

Earnhardt Meetings
 Pastor Daniel Bran

Series Schedule
Length:  Everyday May 3 - May 11. 
Starts:  Friday May 3, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Details:  We will offer a morning and and 
evening repeat sessions every day after 
that at 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and 7:00 - 
8:30 p.m. It will end May 11 in the evening. 
Fellowship Lunch:  The church will be 
providing Fellowship Lunch on May 4 and 
May 11.

More Info from Desirée
 We will work to put teams together to 
man the morning and evening meetings.  
These morning meetings will be repeats - 
and will allow some of our seniors that don’t 
like to travel at night to enjoy the series.   
 The coolest news ever is that we will be 
modifying the mailer to include a “Business 
Reply Mail Card” for individuals that want 
to request Bible Study.  This will give an 
added boost to the launch of the digital 
campaign for https://bibleschoolpartner.
com/ which goes live March 1st.  The newly 
revised landing page only allows for 1:1 
study and not correspondence.  Our goal is 
to increase the number of people studying 
with us!

Birds in the Back Yard
 Danielle Magnant
 We cherish our birds that live in the 
yard. So wild, so free is what they are. 
They puff out their feathers to impress the 
girls. They’re exquisitely, incredibly, and 
extraordinarily made. But along come the 
squirrels undaunted and valiant, who seek 
seeds from the feeder and bread crumbs 
from the ground, squabbling without 
any compassion. In the Winter Season, 
creation is wild. So this Winter Season, be 
happy and mild!

God’s Truck
 Continued from Page 1

was someone that might donate a truck  to 
our ministry, but nothing became of it.
 After I got my truck and needing a 
camper shell, I begin looking. A friend of 
mine told me the kind of camper shell I was 
looking for would cost over $400
 One day as I was heading out of 
Campobello I saw a place that looked like 
a  junkyard. Because I’m needing running 
boards on the church I stopped. Right there 
beside me was a camper shell. I asked if it 
was for sale and it was -- only $150. They 
showed me how it even had two solid wood 
shelves on either side. It was perfect for my 
dream truck for my ministry.
 I stock the shelves with  non-perishable 
items and put the perishable food inside 
the camper shell. People love the fact that 
they are not having to sort through boxes 
to	 find	 what	 they	 want.	 They	 call	 it	 their	
grocery store on wheels.  Every two weeks 
I am ministering to 12 to 14 families, which 
makes it over 30 people being blessed by 
God’s truck!
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Magnant’s Small
 Desirée Magnant
 Supper and Scripture:  Meets at 
the Magnant’s Home – 123 Gray Court, 
Rutherfordton. This small group meeting 
meets twice monthly on the 1st and 3rd 
Friday evening for a meal together and 
then a study.  Current content is The Story 
of Redemption. Participants will receive the 
book and each meeting the study guide 
pages. The purpose of the group is to 
grow closer to Jesus and each other as we 
prepare for the last days.
 Leader: Keith Magnant, 904-707-6792 
 Time:  6:00 p.m.,
 Supper:  7:00 p.m., Scripture

Wildwood Invites You
 Jerry Verstraten
 For over 75 years, Wildwood Lifestyle 
Center has helped people not only stop 
disease progression, but also naturally 
reverse it.
 The 11-day and 25-day programs 
provide patients with the life they were 
always meant to live – physically, mentally, 
and spiritually.
 Call us for your healing not only 
for your illnesses, but also for your soul 
1-800-634-9355 or visit our website at 
wildwoodhealth.com.

Matthew 25 Impact
 Desirée Magnant
 Join us each month on the second 
Sabbath of the month for Outreach 
Sabbath.  Various activities take place after 
potluck, and you can be a big blessing as 
we serve in our community.   Upcoming 
outreach Sabbaths:
 March - Sole Hope - Shoe Party 
- #Nojiggers - Help us make shoes for 
children in Africa - protect the feet!
 April - Sunshine Bands to White Oak 
Nursing Home (Tryon) and Autumn Care 
(Saluda)
 May - Blessing Bags Ministry for Steps 
to Hope
 June - Operation Sandwich and 
distribute sack lunches to homeless in 
Greenville, SC

The Bend in the Road
 Helen Steiner Rice
Sometimes we come to life’s crossroads
And we view what we think is the end.
But God has a much wider vision
And He knows it’s only a bend -
The road will go on and get smoother
And after we’ve stopped for a rest,
The path that lies hidden beyond us
Is often the path that is best.
So rest and relax and grow stronger,
Let go and let God share your load
And have faith in a brighter tomorrow
You’ve just come to a bend in the road.

Friends of Foothills
 Kelley Edney
	 Since	 I	 adopted	 my	 first	 dog	 from	
Foothills Humane Society in Columbus, 
North Carolina in 2016, I have come to really 
appreciate and admire the work they do in 
our community.  Now, three dogs later, and 
two years of volunteering, I’m wanting to 
do more to give back. You may remember 
a year ago we provided an appreciation 
meal for the staff and gave them donations 
of food, treats, litter, etc. They were very 
appreciative of the kindness shown. I want 
to give you an opportunity to join me in 
giving back to this organization. Every 
month	I	will	ask	for	a	specific	needed	item.	
You can place them in the Share Thy Bread 
basket and I’ll deliver them to the shelter 
from the Tryon SDA church.
 The item for March will be disinfecting 
wipes-	any	brand	and	scent	is	fine.

Make a Joyful Noise
 Danielle Magnant
 We all have a gift. Maybe you praise 
or sing songs or play instruments. Maybe 
you’re	 fluent	 or	 boisterous	 in	 music	 or	
piano. But if you’re not that’s O.K. because 
God might have given you a different gift. 
However if you love to sing, that’s making 
a joyful noise. If you love to praise things 
you could praise the Lord in song. Isn’t that 
making a joyful noise? Cherish everything 
that you are good at. I love to play the 
piano.	I’m	fluent	on	it.	Don’t	you	think	that	
you can make a joyful noise too?

Medical Assistant Needed

q  Stable Job History
q  Strong Phlebotomy Skills
q  EMR Experience
q  Experience Rooming Patients – Taking Vitals
q  Experience Processing Labs
q  Giving Injections
q  Assisting Doctors as Needed
q  Positive Attitude & Passion for Healthcare
q		CPR	Certified
q  Two Years Experience as Medical Assistant
q		Accredited	Medical	Certification	Program	Completer

Mail Resume to Below Address by 2/25/19
P.O. Box 219

Lynn, NC  28750



Advertising
 news@tryonsdachurch.org
 Do you have something you wish to 
sell? A service you provide? Please submit 
to the above e-mail address. Thanks!

ALTERATIONS/SEWING:  Deb Grant, 
828-817-7015.

FIREWOOD:  John Cantrell, 828-817-7345 
or 828-817-4178. Split. Hardwood. Delivery 
within 25 miles.

HONEY for Sale:  Benjamin Owens, 828-
287-5866. 24# = $65. 12# = $40. 3# = $12.

RECUPERATIVE MASSAGE:  Roseanne 
Richards, 864-357-4875. Call or Text. Chair 
Massage on site. Therapeutic Massage at 
Richard’s home. (SC #10851; NC #16659.)

HOUSEKEEPER:  
I am a Christian housekeeper in Polk 
County and will be happy to clean your 
house.  References are available upon 
request.   Call me at 828-817-6432.   Ada 
Miller.
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God’s Truck
Lorna Rae Dever

 Every since Ford Rangers came on the market I have wanted one. Ufortunately,  trucks 
were not the best suited for the kind of work I did through the years. After my van had to be 
junked in July I began looking for a Ranger. 
 Tlhe price of trucks was so high I knew I could never afford one. Wanangwa and 
Ronnie checked on a loan . The Credit Union would only do a loan on a vehicle less than 
ten years old and less than a 150,000 miles. Anything I found with the criteria was priced 
way too high for our budget.
 One day I talked with Jeff Harms. He said that I did not want a pickup because they 
were way too expensive. He said I just needed to get another minivan and gut it out for 
hauling	stuff.	I	did	some	looking,	but	couldn’t	find	something	I	wanted.	Wanangwa	reminded	
me that I had always wanted a Ranger and told me to just wait until our budget could go for 
a higher price. I told her I would quit looking and wait for the.
 One Monday morning a couple  of weeks later when I awakened I had this strong 
impression to look at Auto Trader. For over an hour I fought the impression because I had 
told	Wanangwa	I	would	quit	looking.	Finally	I	decided	to	look.	The	first	vehicle	on	the	list	
was a Ranger in Fletcher, 133,j000 miles, a 2008, and only $8,000 - an unheard of price. 
Soon after 9:00 a.m. I called the lot. They said it was indeed still for sale. I asked if my son-
in-law could stop and see it that evening, but they said it was at the shop for registration 
inspection. I called back on Tuesday and it was still in the shop. I asked why because it 
should not take that long for an inspection. The guy didn’t know but would call to check. He 
called me back in a couple hours and told me that the engine would not hold compression 
so they were having to put a new engine in each. I asked if that was going to raise the price 
in he told me that because I had found it at $8,000 he could not raise the price. Later i was 
to learn that they put a brand new engine in it with a three year warranty. 
 When it was ready for me to pick up on Thursday I discovered a cracked windshield. I 
asked about it, but the guy had not realized it was cracked. He said he would have a new 
one put in with no increase on the price of the truck. If you look for trucks you probably 
will	 not	 find	 one	 for	 the	 price	God	arranged!	The	 truck	 became	mine	 the	 first	 Friday	 of	
November.
	 Two	or	three	years	ago	I	had	been	trying	to	find	a	utility	truck	with	compartments	on	
both sides because of my helping with Share Thy Bread. I thought it would be handy to give 
it	a	store	feel	and	make	it	easy	for	people	to	“shop.”	I	even	wrote	a		friend	to	find	out	if	there	

 1 Lloyd Rhymer 
 3 Carole Brenner
  Bev Cook
 4 Paul Sherer
 7 Summer Aguilar
 9 Douglas Edney
  Robert Gordon
 12 Jeff Tary
 13 Dixie Painter
 17 Virginia Mills
 18 Maurice Franks
  Sarah Coon
 23 Rick Giebell
 25 Wally Ruck 
 26 Sara West
 28 Maday Mesa
 30 Damon Hines
 31 Roger Peden

Do you
like to read?

Are you able
to get on the Internet?

I need someone
to do some

easy research for me!
Previous Church

Newsletter Research
Lorna, 828-87-1544

Continued on Page 3





Squirrels
 Wanangwa Hartwell
 Do you ever have squirrels at your 
bird feeder? If you don’t, you must live in 
Australia. There are more than 200 squirrel 
species around the world, but none in 
Australia. The African pygmy squirrel is 
only	 five	 inches	 long	 from	 nose	 to	 tail	 --	
much smaller than our rowdy gray squirrels 
– but the Indian giant squirrel can be three 
feet long!
 There are tree squirrels, ground 
squirrels,	 and	 flying	 squirrels.	 These	 last	
actually	glide	rather	than	fly,	and	in	our	part	
of the world they only come out at night, so 
you’re not likely to see them – but they’re 
there! Squirrels are very curious and love 
to eat nuts, seeds, corn or whatever you 
put out. Next time you feed your birds, put 
something out for the squirrels too. And if 
you want to read a great book about some 
entertaining red squirrels, check out Eeny, 
Meeny, Miney, Mo - And Still-Mo from the 
teen section at the church library!
 Excerpts from National Geography

African Pygmy Squirrel

Indian Giant Squirrel


