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 Proverbs 27:1 Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what 
a day may bring forth.

 James 4:13,14 repeats the thought in these words, Come now, you who 
say, “Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a 
year there and engage in business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know 
what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes away.
 
 Take a few moments, find a quiet place and sit a spell. Think, just think 
on these two texts: you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow 
and you do not know what a day may bring forth.
 
 Knowledge is constantly increasing. And the accomplishments of 
humankind continue to amaze. But just what do we know about tomorrow? 
It is like the algebraic symbol X. The unknown. A mystery. It cannot be 
explained. It lies hidden in the depths of God’s unfathomable plan. He has 
not unveiled it until the earth spins sufficiently to see the dawn, and then 
only one moment at a time.
 
 Tomorrow. It may bring sickness, sorrow or tragedy. It may announce 
an answer to your longing prayer. It may introduce your prosperity, or a 
friendship, or an opportunity to share Christ with someone close. Maybe 
just another 24 hours of treading water, waiting for His will to be displayed. 
In fact it may never come. Death may be on the horizon. We can speculate, 
dread and even dream, but we do not know.
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 So the question is “Are you ready?” “For what?” “For anything?” Are you willing to accept what is in store? Can you respond 
like those of old? Elijah? Daniel? Paul? Each one knew not what their future would be like, but each one chose to remain faithful ‘til 
the end.
 
 God knows and in His love He will be with us come what may. It is for us to continue to rest in His presence come what may 
and realize that in the end Glory will be ours. 
 
            Pastor Grant
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Deb’s Sewing and Alterations
 From buttons to wedding dress bustles give me a call at 
828-817-7015.

Bev’s Juices & More
 Freshly extracted juices & smoothies. $6 for 16 oz. jar or 
order ten or more for $5 per 16 oz. jar. Pick up at church. Also 
offering a weight loss program. Call Bev at (704) 692-6667.

Wally McDaniel Honey
 Need honey? Call Wally for prices! 828-863-4154.

 You may have your advertising here by sending email to 
lornanewsinfo@gmail.com or texting to 828-817-1544.
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 30 Kevin Blomeley What do you think of when you hear the word “ducks”? 

Cute little balls of yellow down? Beggars at lakeshore picnics? 
Good hunting? Anaheim? (Thanks, Google!)
 For the past month, Ronnie and I have been parenting 
ducklings. We’ve raised chicks for the last few years but this 
is our first crack at ducklings. We got a mix of breeds from 
Tractor Supply and then ordered Indian Runner ducks from a 
breeder in Ohio (the only way to be sure of getting a certain 
breed and gender).
 Ducklings are adorable but they may be the dirtiest little 
rascals we’ve ever cared for. Their cages need cleaned at 
least three times as often as chicks and they have to be put in 
the bathtub multiple times a week to clean up. Interestingly, 
ducks don’t just love water -- they need it. It keeps their feet, 
feathers, bills and even their eyes clean and healthy.
 God made all sorts of interesting creatures to share our 
world. I like to think He made the funny little ducklings with 
us in mind, to make us smile and laugh with their antics in the 
water. But I think He also meant it to be a lesson. Just as the 
ducklings get dirty so often and need the water again, so we 
get dirty often as we go through life and need the water of life 
from Jesus to make us clean and healthy again. Be like a duck! 
Wade in the Water!

Ducks
 by Wanangwa Hartwell
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 Raynel & Tamara, now married for 15 years, met in 
Puerto Rico on a Youth Sabbath at church. When Raynel 
started talking to Tamara, she wasn’t particularly interested 
in a relationship but she did consent to give him her phone 
number and they started talking. He lived about 1 ½ hours 
from her house and started visiting her church.  They started 
doing church things together and walking on the beach; they 
discovered they had a lot of friends in common.  Eventually 
Raynel asked Tamara to be his girlfriend and she agreed.  
After six months, they became engaged and were engaged for 
a year. He moved closer to her house. Tamara was studying 
nursing and Raynel was (and is) a mechanical engineer.  They 
married in a little town in Puerto Rico called Aguadilla where 
they lived for about 5-6 years. Their home was near the beach. 
Both sons were born and raised there, Adrian (the oldest) and 
Oziel (the youngest). They are a year & nine months difference 
in age. 
  The Medinas decided to move to Lake Mary, FL (15 
minutes from Orlando) from Puerto Rico. Their youngest son, 
Oziel, was experiencing some health problems and they felt 
they could get better medical help in the states.  This proved 
to be wrong as they went from doctor to doctor with no real 
help in his issues. Tamara had a difficult pregnancy, being bed 
ridden for five months and on a host of medications just to 
hold onto the baby.  Oziel was born in a weakened condition; 
he was low in weight and started growing but abnormally 
slow - at a year old he was only 15 lbs.  He had no muscle tone 
and could not eat solid foods at all.  Something was wrong.  
The doctors told her to give him meat which she did but to no 
avail – it only made him worse.  
 A friend introduced them to some natural methods of 
healing.  Also at this time, Tamara started reading everything 
she could from EGW on health and started implementing 
those principles as well as giving him some vitamins.  She 
took him off of all soy, corn, gluten, dairy, etc. and put him 
on whole foods. He gained 4 lbs in one month. Oziel started 
eating these things as if he was famished.  Tamara was now 
reading all labels which proved daunting and took a long time 
just to grocery shop.  She remembers making a pancake from 
natural ingredients and he ate it so fast just with his hands; 
it seemed as if his body was saying, “I can eat this.”   They 
discovered Oziel’s intestines were inflamed. They took him to 
various therapists (physical, occupational, and speech) which 
he needed.  Little by little he started getting better.  Needless 
to say, they spent a lot of money on doctor visits, specialized 
foods, etc. Finally, at three years old he started talking, running, 
playing, etc. There still seemed to be something missing and 
she saw some red flags.  He fell a lot, could not eliminate 
correctly but still no one knew why. One doctor thought the 
preservatives in foods was causing everything.   Now Tamara 
read Counsels on Health and her eyes were opened. The whole 
family went through a total change in lifestyle. When Oziel 
was between 5 and 7 years old, he improved a lot.  Then they 

Raynel & Tamara Medina
& Boys

decided to move from FL to NC when he was 10 years old.
 The Medinas knew God was leading them out of the city 
to the country and they had to do it immediately; they felt an 
urgency from the Lord.  They visited Milka during the heart 
of Covid season.  They started praying in FL and fixed up the 
house there to sell.  They returned to NC and found a house 
with enough land although the house itself was a little small.  
They felt, “this is it!” and in 2020 they moved. It took a big 
step of faith as her husband’s job at Lockheed in FL was a 
good job.  Now they found themselves putting an offer on a 
house in NC, preparing to leave Raynel’s job, and their FL 
house not sold yet.   They prayed three times a day.  In 29 days 
they fixed up their FL home and it sold for full price.  They 
knew God answered their prayers.  
 Raynel’s boss said that after the Covid pandemic passed, 
Raynel would have to resign but he asked him “Why are you 
moving?” He had a chance to share how God was moving 
on their family to move to the country. To NC they went but 
while renting an Airbnb, his boss from FL called him and said 
they really did not want to let him go because his work was 
incredible.  Bottom line was they would keep him at Lockheed 
and allow him to work from his home in NC – another miracle.  
 Now they are settled.  Adrian, the oldest, just graduated 
from eighth grade being home-schooled and Oziel finished 
sixth grade at home.  A typical day for the Medinas is to wake 
up, eat a healthy breakfast, homeschool classes, pool, sports 
or play outside, gardening and evening worship. Tamara has 
perfected natural cooking and just finished writing 24 recipes 
in two weeks.  She is hoping to write a cookbook.
 Tamara’s favorite Bible verses are Isaiah 54:13 “All your 
children shall be taught by the Lord, and great shall be the 
peace of your children.” and Ps 34:6 “This poor man cried, 
and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.”  
After visiting church after church, they felt so at home here 
at Tryon especially with the warmth and hugs they received. 
Now they are to embark on leading out our Pathfinder Club 
for which they are very well qualified, Tamara being a Master 
Guide. We welcome the Medina family as a gift from God to 
our church. If you haven’t met them yet, track them down. 
They are an integral part of our growing family now!
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       Shivering in my rain-soaked coat, I sat on the commuter 
train heading for downtown Chicago. All I could think of was 
the long 30-minute trip and how glad I would be to reach my 
office where I could get warm and dry.
 A woman with a thermos in her hand was standing in the 
aisle near me. I began to picture in my mind that her thermos 
held some wonderfully creamy hot chocolate, and I said to 
myself, “Oh yesss! When I get to my office, I’m going to 
have a cup of hot chocolate too. For the duration of my trip, 
every time I glanced at that woman’s thermos bottle, I was 
comforted and reminded of my decision to have a hot drink 
soon. Then, with every turn of the train’s wheels, I seemed to 
hear, “When I get there” -- “When I get there.”
 At times when I have been discouraged, disappointed or 
even angry, I don’t remember ever thinking about heaven, its 
streets of gold or sitting at the supper table with our Lord. 
But, why not? If my thoughts became brightened just gazing 
at a thermos bottle and thinking of a warm drink -- how 
much more would they be brightened while pondering being 
in heaven with Jesus? What a valuable lesson I learned that 
morning on a commuter train!

When I Get There
 Terry Robinson

Upcoming WINGS Events
 Kelley Edney

June 11 – Women’s Ministries Sabbath/guest speaker and 
afternoon concert

There will be no monthly meeting

June 19, 9 a.m. Father’s Day brunch at the Morgan Center
(More details to come - I’ll need your help)

July 9, 1:45 p.m. Monthly meeting in the church sanctuary

July 17 – Pool party at Paula & Art Slater’s home
(Time to be announced)

From The Pilgrim’s Progress

PRUDENCE. Can you remember by what means you find
your annoyances, at times, as if they were vanquished?
CHRISTIAN. Yes; when I think what I saw at the cross,
that will do it; and when I look upon my broidered coat,
that will do it; also when I look into the roll that I carry in
my bosom, that will do it; and when my thoughts wax warm
about whither I am going, that will do it.

       A few months ago, Diane Arnett, one of our Share Thy 
Bread and thrift store volunteers, approached me because 
she wanted to submit a nomination to the WSPA awards for 
my mom, Lorna Dever. I gave her some of the background 
of my mom’s work with Share Thy Bread and in April we 
learned that Mom had been selected as the WSPA Caring 
for the Carolinas award recipient for the month of May!
 On April 26, Jack Roper and his team showed up 
at Share Thy Bread to film interviews and the award 
presentation. They also invited Mom to share more about 
the ministry with the program sponsors at their monthly 
luncheon in Spartanburg.
 The video played on WSPA Channel 7 throughout the 
month of May and is now available on the WSPA website. 
There is a link to it on the website -- sharethybread.com. 
We were most excited that they captured the spirit of the 
message that we all wanted to convey most -- how this is 
God’s ministry and how He has blessed. Praise the Lord 
for this opportunity to spread the word!

WSPA Caring for the Carolinas
 Wanangwa Hartwell

Share Thy Bread
 Wanangwa Hartwell
       It’s produce time! With the help of some “leftover” grant 
funds, we’re getting sprouts and veggies for the month of 
June. We also encourage everyone to bring excess produce 
from their gardens to share with people who need it. We 
can even offer farms a tax deductible receipt through our 
new “Dirt to Dish” program.
 We’ve also recently partnered with an organization 
called TRACTOR Food and Farms. Based in Burnsville, 
TRACTOR is a nonprofit food hub serving western North 
Carolina farmers and consumers. Farmers with excess 
produce can bring their items to a warehouse and the 
TRACTOR team distributes it to food pantries and others 
throughout this part of the state.
 For more information about what produce will be 
available and when, see our website -- sharethybread.com. 
We also have new marketing materials available thanks to 
a grant from the Pisgah Health Foundation. Please continue 
to pray for this ministry as God blesses and expands it.

Spring
Picnic
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 On May 7, Pastor Grant and Roger Peden sang Jesus Paid 
It All for special music. It was a moving duet. I always love to 
hear Roger sing but I think a lot of people were surprised by 
Pastor Grant. I don’t think we should mute Pastor’s lapel mic 
during songs anymore!
 Also that day, Pastor Haskell Williams was the speaker. 
He presented Pastor Grant with the mantle of ordination. 
This mantle is a representation of when Elijah was taken up 
into heaven. Elisha requested a double portion of the Spirit 
and Elijah told him that if he received his mantle he would 
have what he asked. For about the last decade, the Carolina 
Conference has been doing this when pastors are ordained and 
Ramona Grant is the one who makes them. So it was a very 
special part of the service that day.
 Later that afternoon, a large group of church members 
and friends went for a walk at Cowpens National Battlefield. 
There were several families and some dogs and the kids got 
to run and play and everyone had a great time fellowshipping 
together while we walked.
 Thursday, May 12, was our school’s graduation service. 
Paul Witt was the commencement speaker. Afterward, there 
was a beautiful spread of refreshments under the breezeway. 
Three of our school students and three homeschoolers 
graduated and Emily Ford’s graduation at Mills River School 
was the following week.
 On May 21, Pastor Grant spoke about aging with Jesus. 
He made some really good remarks about personality and 
how to be more like Jesus as we get older. One comment that 
really stuck with me was, “As the concrete begins to harden, 
make sure you’re in the shape you want to be.” I don’t know 
about you, but I want to take on a joyful shape!

Church Happenings
 Wanangwa Hartwell
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A Mother’s love is something
that no one can explain,
It is made of deep devotion
and of sacrifice and pain,
It is endless and unselfish
and enduring come what may
For nothing can destroy it
or take that love away . . .
It is patient and forgiving
when all others are forsaking,
And it never fails or falters
even though the heart is breaking 
. . .
It believes beyond believing
when the world around condemns,
And it glows with all the beauty
of the rarest, brightest gems . . .
It is far beyond defining,
it defies all explanation,
And it still remains a secret
like the mysteries of creation . . .
A many splendoured miracle
man cannot understand
And another wondrous evidence
of God’s tender guiding hand.

Only a dad, with a tired face,
Coming home from the daily race,
Bringing little of gold or fame,
To show how well he has played the game,
But glad in his heart that his own rejoice
To see him come, and to hear his voice.

Only a dad, with a brood of four,
One of ten million men or more.
Plodding along in the daily strife,
Bearing the whips and the scorns of life,
With never a whimper of pain or hate,
For the sake of those who at home await.

Only a dad, neither rich nor proud,
Merely one of the surging crowd
Toiling, striving from day to day,
Facing whatever may come his way,
Silent, whenever the harsh condemn,
And bearing it all for the love of them.

Only a dad, but he gives his all
To smooth the way for his children small,
Doing, with courage stern and grim,
The deeds that his father did for him.
This is the line that for him I pen,
Only a dad, but the best of men.

A Mother’s Love
by Helen Steiner Rice

Mother’s Day ~ Sunday, May 8, 2022

Only a Dad
by Edgar Albert Guest

Father’s Day ~ Sunday, June 19, 2022

Editor’s Note:  Due to celebrating Graduates in May’ edition
we are celebrating both Mother’s Day and Father;s Day in this edition
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Lemuel Milks
My name is Lemuel and I am in 4th grade. I want to tell you 
about my parents. Their names are Steven and Misty. My dad 
is very good at fixing things. My mom is a dental hygienist. 
You should get to know my dad because he’s funny. Our 
special place that we like to go is my cousin Mason’s house.

Logan Hodge
My name is Logan Hodge and I am in 3rd grade. I want to tell 
you about my Dad. His name is Richard. My Dad is a doctor. 
My Dad is good at baseball. Our special place that we like to 
go is Chimney Rock. You should get to know my Dad because 
he is good.

Nivia Wade
Hi, my name is Nivia and I want to tell you about my daddy. 
He works for home health. Dad and I play together outside 
in the pool. Then we like to go out to eat. We also like to go 
shopping. I like when me and he spend time together. Dad 
is very important to me. I love him. He loves me. Love you 
daddy! Love, Nivia

Cecilia Laverty
My name is Cecilia Rose Laverty and I am in third grade. I 
want to tell you about my mom. Her name is Jennifer. I like to 
ride horses with my mom and cook with her too. My mom is 
really good at riding and taking care of horses too. When my 
mom hugs me, it makes me feel loved inside. You should get 
to know my mom because she is super exciting. My mom is a 
horse trainer too. Also my favorite meal that my mom makes 
is hamburgers and French fries. And our favorite place to eat 
at is Chic-Fil-A. Also our special place that we like to go is the 
mall. My mom is special because she’s super sweet.

Alivia Owens
My name is Alivia C. Owens and I am in 5th grade. I want to 
tell you about my mom. Her name is Kari Owens.
I like to go shopping with my mom.
My Mom is very good at cooking.
When my mom hugs me, it makes me feel safe and important.
You should get to know my mom because she is a nice person.
My mom is a Real Estate Agent.
My mom helps other people by leading out in Adventurers.
My favorite meal that my Mom makes is spaghetti and 
broccoli. We like to eat out at Mi Pueblito. Our special place 
that we like to go is cook out.

Juliana Wolff
Hi, my name is Juliana Wolff. My parents are Mr. Michael 
Wolff and Mrs. Sara Wolff. My parents are super fun and I 
love to be around them, except when gardening. I always love 
doing fun activities with my parents like bowling, swimming, 
and vacationing. I love going to the beach and eating Taco 
Bell. My mom is really good at being organized and cleaning. 
My dad is really good at gardening and being funny. My dad 
is a nurse who works very hard to help people and my mom is 
the manager of the church thrift store. What makes my parents 
awesome is their enthusiasm. I love my parents very much 
because they support me and my (good) decisions! I love my 
Parents!

Victoria Wolff
 Hello, my name is Victoria and my parents are Sara my 
mom and Michael my dad. And I’m their favorite child of 3 
kids.
 Some special things I like to do with my parents is work 
outside with my dad and play card or board games with my 
mom. And special places I like to go are restaurants, shopping 
aka the mall…for me, and vacations. My favorite family 
dinner/restaurant is Taco Bell and Cici’s Pizza. And things 
they do to make me feel important and loved is everything…
except spankings.
 Some things my parents are really good at is: dad, a nurse 
because he is a nurse and mom, being generous because she 
works at a thrift store. What makes my parents a really good/
awesome person for someone to know is my dad is really 
really good at talking and keeping you company…like me and 
my mom is soooo nice.
 Things my parents do to help other people is, well, my 
mom works at a thrift store and she gives discounts to people 
and my dad gives some stuff we plant in the garden to some 
of our neighbors. Some unique or special thing my parents do 
is: they are the best parents in the world and I love them very 
much.

Hannah Busch
My parent is Lori Jo Busch. We like to play games like War, 
Backgammon, and more, and I like to ride my bike with her. 
I like to color with her. We like to go to movies and go out to 
Olive Garden and Fuddruckers and Wendy’s. And we like to 
go to Alaska. My mom is good at art, reading, mathematics 
and being on time, teaching and being a Mom. She is loving 
and kind and a good mom to me and the animals. I love Mom. 
By Hannah Marie Lee Busch

To Our Mom’s & Dad’s
What You Mean to Me
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Leah Rowe
 Hi, my name is Leah Rowe. My parents’ names are 
Jonathan and Sarah Rowe. My mom is a nurse who works at 
Advent Health in Hendersonville. And my dad is a grader who 
is self employed. My parents are great. They are pretty chill 
and love traveling (as a family), trying new foods and going 
on hikes. They also spend a lot of time with our animals. And 
we all enjoy having friends and family over.
 My dad: My dad is just so great. He is a super easy going, 
fun person to talk to. He teaches me about life and doesn’t get 
upset with me when I make a mistake. World’s best Dad.
 My mom: My mom is hands down the best mom ever. 
She’s never concerned about what she will get and cares about 
everyone. She’s always up to bringing me shopping, getting 
my nails done or just talking. She’s the World’s Best Mom.
 I love my parents so much and they are outstanding 
people. The only thing that is frustrating is any time I ask my 
mom to do something she says to ask my dad so then I go and 
ask my dad and he says to talk to my mom. Is that just me or 
every other kid?!
 I love my parents so much and don’t know what I would 
do without them. They are the WORLD’S BEST PARENTS!
Thanks for everything that you have done for me. You guys 
are awesome. Love u!

Ethan Owens
 Hi, my name is Ethan and my parents names are Kari 
and Michael Owens and their jobs actually go together. So 
my mom is a real estate agent and my dad is a contractor so 
my dad builds the houses and my mom sells them. And the 
thing my dad is good at is building houses because his dad is 
a contractor too and my dad helped build his house. A special 
place to go would be to go to our new house we’re building 
on 122 acres. A special thing we do is go to restaurants like 
Copper Penny or Papa’s and Beer.

Evangeline Petoia
 Hi, my name is Evangeline and my parents are Julie and 
Patrick Daniels. My mother, Julie, is a nurse practitioner and 
has been practicing for many years now. My father, Patrick, 
works for a water company, but went to school for business 
and had his own company. Something interesting about my 
mom is that she also had her own business, which was dog 
care, of all different kinds. An interesting thing about my dad 
is that he was in the Air Force before he left to be in business.
One thing I enjoy doing with them is going to the beach. I think 
this always makes for a good time because I love going to new 
places and traveling. To make me feel loved, my parents will 
take time to give attention to my interests and hobbies, even if 
it’s to no interest to them.
 I think my mother is an awesome person to know because 
she is a well traveled, cultured woman who can always give 
you good advice, whether you want it or not. My dad is an 
awesome person to know because he too is well traveled and 
he has one of the strongest opinions of anyone I know.

Zina Ishwar
 Hello, my name is Zina. My parents are Rupal Bhakta 
and Prashant Bhakta. I love my parents so so much. I like to 
go to the gym and work out with my parents and they love it 
too. My mom is really good at cooking, running and most of 
all taking care of me, my sister and my 2 brothers. My dad is 
“AMAZING” at sports. He plays golf, soccer, volleyball, and 
an Indian sport, cricket. My dad has sooooo many trophies of 
all his sports.
 My mom and dad are both Indian and I’m also Indian. 
We love to visit India together. Our favorite trip was when 
we went to India and we went to the Taj Mahal. We enjoyed 
it so so much. We try to go to India every year for at least 
3 or 4 weeks. My mom owns a gymnastics place. It’s in 
Hendersonville. It’s called Olympia Gymnastics and that’s 
where I also go and my dad and mom own a hotel – it’s called 
Days Inn and I love it.
 My mom and dad love to help others and my parents are 
the Best. They have taught me to be kind and caring, they 
taught me to share, be polite, respect others and help others in 
need, like help the poor, and they also taught me not to waste 
my food because lots of other people are probably starving 
so now I don’t waste food. And another one of our favorite 
vacations is when we went to Punta Cana.

Spring
Picnic
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 Did you know that Rachel “Anna” Knight was the first African American female Adventist missionary and the first Black 
woman to be sent to India by a mission board of any denomination?
 Did you know that Ignacio Alvarado, a pioneering Hispanic Adventist in southern Texas, built the first Adventist church in the 
Rio Grande Valley?
 Did you know that Del Delker sang and recorded music in 15 different languages during her ministry of more than 50 years?
 These are all things you can learn from the Encyclopedia of Seventh-day Adventists, or ESDA, now available online at 
encyclopedia.adventist.org. It was launched with 2,000 articles and as of early this year, it features about 3,500 articles and more 
than 7,000 photographs, most of them never published before.
 The project was begun in 2014 when the executive officers of the General Conference asked the Office of Archives, Statistics, 
and Research to produce a replacement for the venerable SDA Encyclopedia, which had not been revised since 1996 and which was 
only available in print format. While a version will eventually appear in print, the ESDA Online will be constantly updated, making 
it more flexible and more accurate than any printed work could ever be. Take the time to check out this great electronic resource.

New Online SDA Encyclopedia
 Excerpts from the February 2022 Adventist Journey

Spring Picnic
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 In my mind, the tom turkey, portly, imposing, with his tail 
feathers spread like a fan, is a classic symbol of Thanksgiving, 
along with pilgrims and native Americans.  In that role the 
bird has seemed docile enough, and in the early days of our 
country there was a rumor that Benjamin Franklin felt the 
turkey had more right to be our national bird than the bald 
eagle; that never became a formal proposal however.
 As it turns out, the turkey has a lesser-known dark side, 
that was in the news recently following an incident on a 
walking path near the Anacostia River in D.C.  (Wall Street 
Journal, 5-2-22) Retired court employee Cliff Robinson was 
enjoying a walk on that woodland trail a few weeks ago when 
he was attacked, the perpetrator described as “a male, heavy-
set [so far so good], …with a blue head [I think we see these, 
but then]…3 1/2 feet tall…with a large fanned tail”. Robinson 
said he tried to get away from the bird, but had to run, and 
turkeys can run 25 m.p.h.!  This was one of the estimated four 
million turkeys that strut around the eastern states these days. 
Another victim was Clark Weigel, who was riding his bike 
when the same bird attacked and began pecking him. Feeling 
he was defenseless against the bird’s beak and talons, Weigel  
began throwing everything available, including two phones 
and a radio, and as a last resort—his bike!
 These sizable birds can inflict significant injuries, as a 
number of walkers, joggers and bikers have discovered along 
the Anacostia River trail, when they had to have wounds 
treated, followed up with antibiotics. 
 Because several park and recreational jurisdictions adjoin 
each other in the turkey’s territory, a dragnet was created to 
capture the bird and move him elsewhere. There were seven 
agencies involved in the hunt, including the National Park 
Service, the Maryland Dept. of Natural Resources, and Prince 
George’s County Parks and Recreation Dept. (MD). While 

Watch Out for Dangerous Bears. 
Copperheads, . . . and Turkeys?!
 Dick Bayley

one volunteer said he would be happy to put the gobbler in a 
pot, local authorities preferred to capture and move the feisty 
bird, which took a couple of months to accomplish. 
 Three years ago a mail route was changed in New Jersey 
to avoid a particularly aggressive gobbler, cutting off all 
Christmas mail for a time. One resident there said they had to 
take a golf club with them on trips to the mailbox, to protect 
against the threatening turkey. (MeatEater, 4-18-19)
 Then there’s the case of a Sacramento, CA postal carrier 
who had been harassed for months. Finally they had had 
enough, so they looked around inside the truck and came 
up with a “club”, (not standard equipment for mail carriers) 
which they used to beat the bird to death. End of problem. 
The fact is, the carrier had tried kicking the bird, swinging 
a mail bag at him, even used pepper spray,  none of which 
worked. It was another situation threatening bodily injury. 
(CBS, Sacramento, 3-3-22) 
 Turkeys can be quite tame, but it’s best not to feed them. 
They can also get riled up if cornered, though loud noises can 
often get them to retreat.
  Maybe the next time you go for a nature walk, you should 
consider taking a club.


