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O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!
God shed his grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea!
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I grew up with these words, and not only the words but the reality of 
the world around me. Spacious skies, waves of grain, majestic mountains, 
fruitful land. This was my home, America. Truly God had shed his grace 
on this land.

But times have changed, none of the above are the same, in fact most of it 
is now a challenge to recognize. Truth of the matter is the end of the world 
is soon and the evils of the world are increasing to such a degree that ruin 
and destruction are all around.

What a blessed hope, Jesus is coming soon to put an end to sin and all the 
results of it. Living with Christ for a thousand years in mansions sublime 
and then to return to an earth that will be recreated, better than we have 
ever experienced. What a joy that will be.

Looking for that day, soon and very soon.
 
Pastor Grant
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Deb’s Sewing and Alterations
 From buttons to wedding dress bustles give me a call at 
828-817-7015.

Bev’s Juices & More
 Freshly extracted juices & smoothies. $6 for 16 oz. jar or 
order ten or more for $5 per 16 oz. jar. Pick up at church. Also 
offering a weight loss program. Call Bev at (704) 692-6667.

 You may have your advertising here by sending email to 
lornanewsinfo@gmail.com or texting to 828-817-1544.
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Blue Ridge Ringers Rang Here

Wanangwa Hartwell, whom we all know as the director of 
bell ringers at our church school, appeared with the Blue 
Ridge Ringers when they performed a program of secular 
and spiritual music in the Morgan Center on May 23. She 
was joined by fellow SDA Karin Small, daughter of Bill & 
Dixie Strong.
 The thirteen regular members include men and women 
with considerable experience in bell choirs, for example, Lynn 
McFarland started playing handbells over thirty years ago. 
Donna Maynard began over forty years ago; Jerry Dillashaw, 
over thirty years ago. You might call these “senior” members. 
The Ringers’ current director, Karen Grady, has been ringing 
and directing handbells and chimes for 58 years! 
 A surprising fact is that four members are themselves 
directors of other handbell groups. Betty Dillashaw at 
First Congregational UCC in Asheville; Blaine Russell, at 
Fletcher UMC; Brennan Szafron at Holy Cross Episcopal in 
Tryon; and Donna Maynard at Brevard First Baptist Church 
(irregularly).
 Undoubtedly April Preston expressed the attitude of all 
the members when she was quoted in their program: “ [she] 
enjoys each and every minute of music, fun, friendship, and 
learning from the other members!”  And they do this playing 
music that is a unique challenge to any musician. Pianists and 
organists must play chords all the time, that is, several notes 
at the same time. However, when a bell-ringer looks at the 
music, he/she has to select one note among many others that 
are being played at the same moment.  
 If you’ve been to a handbell concert, you must have seen 
some ringers holding multiple bells, maybe even two in one 
hand, which is called “four-in-hand”. This definitely seems 
like playing at another level!
 Let’s not forget Diana Flores, flutist, and Brennan 
Szafron, who plays cello in addition to being a bell-ringer. 
Diana, by the way, may sometimes be spotted busking in 
one of our nearby towns like Asheville, Hendersonville, or 
Greenville, SC.  Lastly, Kyran Dowling is the announcer for 
the Ringers, and the husband of Ringer April Preston. Kyran 
is semi-retired from medical practice. Karin Small’s husband 
Chris subbed for Kyran at the Tryon performance.
 Now that the spring season for the Blue Ridge Ringers is 
over, they’re looking forward to resuming practice in August 
when they will begin working on a Christmas program, every 
Monday evening for 2 1/2 hours at the First United Methodist 
Church of Hendersonville. If you haven’t heard them before, 
you should consider going to one of their Christmas programs.



 Bethany Dawn and Brielle Denise are fraternal twins, 
thus not hard to tell apart. Brielle is the shorter of the two 
but technically is older – by a whole 32 minutes even though 
they were both preemies. Born in Provo, Utah, they both were 
only a few hours old when Bob & Ramona Grant adopted 
them. After a few weeks, they were moved to NC and have 
lived between NC and SC ever since. One memory that stands 
out in both of their minds is playing in the creek behind their 
house in Lansing, NC near Boone. Although they only lived 
there for four months, they got used to moving as “Dad” was 
(and is) in the ministry which keeps the family on the move.  
 Both girls began their Christian education at a church 
school in Salisbury, NC but when asked about their favorite 
living place, they settled on Winston-Salem, NC where they 
attended elementary school (Tri-City Christian Academy) 
from third through eighth grades.  It was located in High Point, 
NC. It was a big school with around six different Adventist 
Churches sending their children there. It was pre-K through 
twelfth grade with about 200 students. They still have close 
friends they keep in contact with from that school. From there 
they attended and finished high school at Mt Pisgah Academy. 
Most recently they completed their second year at Southern 
Adventist University. When asked about plans for this coming 
school year, Brielle will return to Southern majoring in psycho-
biology. Her goal is to get her PhD in clinical psychology and 
become a clinical neuropsychologist.
 Bethany, on the other hand, will be going elsewhere. This 
will be the first time the girls will have attended separate 
schools.  Bethany plans to head off to Andrews University 
working towards her MSLP (Master’s in Special Language 
Pathology). She is not nervous about going to Andrews but 
looking forward to a new school with great anticipation and 
meeting new people. She will be a dorm student as is Brielle, 

Bethany & Brielle Grant
only at Southern. Both Bethany & Brielle have met a lot of 
people at Southern and made lots of new friends. They feel 
their time there has been a very valuable experience. While 
there, they have been able to reconnect with some old friends.  
The area is really beautiful and there are many things to 
choose from to do there.  
 The girls were asked about their interests or hobbies.  
Bethany really likes reading but also likes singing and 
running. Brielle also loves reading but also enjoys the piano, 
exercising, and being outdoors.
 A typical day (during the summer) for the girls goes 
something like this. Brielle gets up and after a morning routine, 
goes to work by mid-morning at Lowe’s. Bethany works for a 
housecleaning company, so she is up and out of the house by 
7:30 am. They are both home in the evening when they relax 
and “hang out” together.
 Their favorite vacation as a family has been to Edisto 
Beach, SC where they’ve gone a number of times. They bike, 
have great picnics, and stroll along the beach.  At home Brielle 
likes to cook & maybe makes one meal a week, though Mom 
does most of the cooking – and a great cook she is! Bethany 
prefers baking so frequents the kitchen a little less often.  
 We discovered Brielle’s favorite Bible passage is 1 Peter 
4:8, “And above all things have fervent love for one another, 
for love will cover a multitude of sins.”  Bethany also has a 
favorite Bible verse, 1 Peter 5:7, “…casting all your care upon 
Him, for He cares for you.”
 Although they have attended many SDA Churches due 
to their Dad’s ministry, they feel our Tryon Church is very 
special especially because everyone is so friendly. We thank 
God for the whole Grant family who are an important and 
integral part of the Tryon Church Family. And what a blessing 
to have two outstanding young people like Bethany and 
Brielle! Let’s send our prayers to God for their futures to be 
directed, protected and blessed by Him!   
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Upcoming WINGS Events
 Kelley Edney

July 9 - Monthly meeting and secret sister reveal., 2pm

July 17 - Pool party at Paula Slater’s home
1473 Mt. Lebanon Road, Campobello, South Carolina

 2 - 5 p.m.
Please bring a finger food to share.

July 24: Making homemade pasta with Erin Step
4-6 pm at the Morgan Center.

Invite your friends and neighbors.
There is a $5 charge per person.

 Parts of this were taken from the brochure entitled “What 
Can You Do?” put out by the Southern Union. 

 Estimates show that more than 20% of the world’s 
population has at least one type of disability, whether physical 
or mental. What if that 20% included you or someone you 
love? For many, it does.
 Individuals who are disabled may be blind or have visual 
challenges --- be deaf or have difficulty hearing --- use a 
wheelchair, braces or have other mobility challenges --- 
require support to meet specific mental or emotional needs 
--- have difficulty with speech --- have daily life limitations 
that cannot be outwardly seen.
 In our Tryon Church family, the goal of Disability 
Ministries here in our Tryon church family is to assist the 
church in several ways:
 Learning how to make all buildings and programs easily 
available and accessible to everyone;
 Assisting the church in providing Braille or recorded 
information for those who are blind;
 Creating a meaningful Sabbath School experience for 
those with various learning challenges.
 Our goal is to help God’s family be truly inclusive.
 Terry Robinson, Director, (828) 275-1166

Disabilities Ministry
 Terry Robinson

 Donna Cantrell told children’s story and she brought 
a lamb to church! She quoted Hebrews 13:5 -- “Let your 
conversation be without covetousness; and be content with 
such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” After church, the lamb was a big hit 
with kids and grownups alike!

Stella Young sang Beulahland for special music. Let’s always 
keep in mind the words of this simple yet beautiful song:

I’m looking now, just across the river,
To where my faith shall end in sight,
There’s just a few more days to labor.
Then I will take my heavenly flight.

Church Happenings
 Wanangwa Hartwell
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We
Have
Signs!

Thanks to John Bryant and Roger Peden our Signs are hung!
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 The lyrics touch my heart and fill me with a sense of pride in my American citizenship. We are a great big community. 
Our “community” has changed due to the corruption of humanity and selfishness. However, I still believe there is unity of the 
American spirit throughout this great land. We have to look for it and acknowledge it. Deb Grant

God Bless the USA
Lyrics by Lee Greenwood

I thank my lucky stars
To be living here today
‘Cause the flag still stands for freedom
And they can’t take that away

And I’m proud to be an American
Where at least I know I’m free
And I won’t forget the men who died
Who gave that right to me
And I’d gladly stand up next to you
And defend Her still today
‘Cause there ain’t no doubt
I love this land
God Bless the U.S.A…

This is my brother, Dean 
Thompson. He was wearing 
this shirt when we saw him 
last weekend (June 10 - 12) 
~ Deb Grant.
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To learn more about and see the flags that have flown over 
our great nation visit the House of Flags, 33 Gibson Street, 
Columbus, North Carolina. It is open Monday and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. and also on Fourth of July.

I love to see Old Glory waving in the breeze. It reminds me of 
the freedoms we have in America. Such as freedom of speech 
and freedom to worship God as we choose. ~ Grace Kellogg

Freedom! Love of this great country. America is a 
place of beauty and peace to get closer to our Heavenly 
Father until He comes and gets us to live in a place of 
Eternal/Everlasting Beauty and Peace! ~ Connie Bullis

America is the land where my ancestors came to 
escape religious persecution in Europe. America 
is built on an extraordinary foundation of checks 
and balances by men who, though human and 
fallible, recognized that they were doing something 
unprecedented. America is the last great empire of 
Revelation and while it will speak like a dragon, 
it was raised up by God to do a work in the world. 
America is the only home I know. America is “my 
country, to have and to hold.” ~ Wanangwa Hartwell

This land is your land and this land is my land
From California to the New York island
From the redwood forest to the Gulf Stream waters
This land was made for you and me
As I went walking that ribbon of highway
I saw above me that endless skyway
Saw below me that golden valley
This land was made for you and me.

I have traveled from Key West, Florida to o Newfoundland; 
from Fairbanks, Alaska to Montemorelos, Mexico. I’ve been 
in Brussels, Belgium; Johanesburg, South Africa; throughout a 
large portion of Malawi, Africa; and Amsterdam, Netherlands. 
The above song always rings in my ears – This land always 
feels like it is indeed MY land – A land where I can enjoy 
peace and freedom to talk, shop, and worship as I please. I 
praise God every day for giving me this country to live in. 
Yes, it has its flaws, but if you look at other countries you will 
discover there are flaws all over this world of sin. I long for 
that Heavenly Country. Will you join me there?

In New York Harbor stands a lady
With a torch raised to the sky
And all who see her know she stands for
Liberty for you and me

And I’m so proud to be called an American
To be named with the brave and the free
I will honor our flag and our trust in God
And the Statue of Liberty

On lonely Golgotha stood a cross
With my Lord raised to the sky
And all who kneel there live forever
As all the saints can testify

And I’m so glad to be called a Christian
To be named with the ransomed and whole
As the statue liberates the citizen
So the cross liberates the soul

Oh, the cross is my Statue of Liberty
For it was there that my soul was set free
Unashamed I’ll proclaim that a rugged cross
Is my Statue of Liberty

Unashamed I’ll proclaim that a rugged cross
Is my Statue of Liberty!

(By Andy Partridge
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Our Kitchen ~ The Old and the New
Demolition Day!

And Now It Is Finished!
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 Last year our daughter in Wisconsin entered a contest 
sponsored by her apartment complex, the competition—to 
guess the number of M & Ms in a jar.  Her guess was within 
two or three of the actual number, her prize, a beautiful  
bouquet in a vase, and the M & Ms I believe. Well, that’s not 
the end of the story.  There was another contest this spring, 
to guess the number of jelly beans in a jar,  and our daughter 
guessed the exact number of jelly beans—262, and took home  
some potted tulips! Maybe she has a gift for such things? 
 Consider my mother, a teenager back in the early 1900’s, 
living in a little town in southern Illinois, daughter of a poor 
Methodist country preacher, when a local charity had a fund-
raiser. After making a donation, participants were challenged 
to guess the number of marbles in a large jar, and what a 
tantalizing  prize they offered for the winner—a plump goose 
in a custom-built cage, about 3’ x 4’, with a wooden frame and 
handles on each end for carrying it.  
 It turned out that my mother guessed a number very close 
to the actual  number of marbles in the jar, so she, her mom and 
dad and two brothers (who also became Methodist ministers), 
took home the prize goose.  
 My mom had another gift that our daughter hasn’t 
displayed, yet, and that  was a remarkable eye for finding four-
leaf clovers, long considered a source of good luck. Many 
organizations today use the four-leaf clover to suggest, or 
maybe invite good luck for their endeavors, like for example 
the Space X company, which has used the four-leaf clover 
on its uniform patches since the first mission in 2008. Then 
there’s Alpha Romeo racing, the New Jersey lottery, and on 
and on. (Wikipedia) 
 This subject of luck brings up some other concerns, like 
lotteries I just mentioned, horse racing, and even TV shows, 
which can involve big money. Katie  Sekelsky was a contestant 
on Jeopardy back in January, 2021, when she turned out to 

Who Needs a Four-leaf Clover?!
 Dick Bayley

be a big winner. As she tells it, she was imagining being on 
the show the night before, even sketching the scene, with a 
certain amount of money displayed —$19,201. The next day, 
this was the winning amount. I’ve never seen the show, so I 
can’t explain how it works. I have seen Let’s Make a Deal, 
where cars, boats, foreign trips, designer clothes and other 
great “stuff” is given away daily, all based on guessing and 
chance.  
 In Counsels on Stewardship Ellen White speaks of a 
hypothetical case where a young man wins a gold watch in 
a lottery. Then, when he proudly displays the watch to his 
friends, they think they should try their luck too. Hence, sister 
White declared she’d rather see the young man in his coffin 
that “sporting that watch.” (CS 241). The excitement factor is 
one that draws people in, as she says in the Testimonies, vol 1, 
514, where she refers to several “amusements” which  are not 
beneficial, but produce an “exciting influence.” All too often 
this influence can lead to a life of dissipation.  
 A few lines from Investopedia.com last year (8-2) puts 
it succinctly, “A cash lottery generates loads of excitement 
and dreams of throwing off the yoke of ‘working for the man’ 
for thousands if not millions of people…” [Lotteries are]  
considered an addictive form of gambling. One has a greater 
chance of being struck by lightning than winning a Mega 
Millions jackpot. 
 There are so many ways that chance, or a feeling of luck, 
good or bad, can enter into our thinking, none of which is 
good. E.G. White wrote that “He never leaves His work to 
chance.” (2SM228). Making a decision by tossing a coin, or 
dropping a card printed with “yes” and “no” is contrary to 
our faith, because Satan strives to control these things. The 
scripture tells us he can even dictate our decisions. (1 Chron. 
21:1). Even more important, God answers prayer, like  David’s 
in 1 Samuel 23:7-13. 
 So, it is absolutely essential that we are guided by the 
truths of the Holy Bible, and not rely on that slippery thing 
called “luck,” no matter how many four leaf clovers we find. 


