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 In today’s world we have lost the art of Meditation. We in America 
are masters when it comes to activity, and entertainment, and planning and 
preoccupation, but meditation? Forget it! We have the mistaken idea that 
meditation demands hours and hours, which is the by-product of leisure 
and even laziness.
 True meditation is not daydreaming. It is not letting our minds drift 
here and there, thinking about nothing, and humming some religious 
melody with our eyes half closed. For the Christian, Meditation is 
disciplined thought on Scripture for a period of time. It is reflecting upon 
or pondering specific truths slowly, piece by piece, allowing our minds 
to dig deeply into a word, a phrase, an ideal or principle from God’s own 
Word. Meditation considers these things from every possible angle, with 
the purpose of getting insight, gaining practical benefit, and/or reaching 
some conclusion.
 Meditation is not optional. The same Bible that commands us to “pray 
without ceasing,” to “rejoice evermore,” and “in everything give thanks,” 
also urges us to meditate. I find it interesting that this term appears no less 
than twenty times in the Word, with fourteen of those references occurring 
in the Psalms. In fact, the term only appears twice in all the New Testament. 
My point is this: meditation is essentially an Old Testament concept, and 
therefore to be understood from the viewpoint of its Hebrew origin.
 To better understand, if you take the eighteen Old Testament verses 
that mention “meditate” you find it the root of two Hebrew thoughts. 
Both of them referencing: “talk,” “speak,” and “utter.” They both convey 
the concept of “musing” and “pondering.” They also convey the idea of 
imagination.

 Summing up these findings, I suggest that our meditation is to be broad enough to include imagination as we ponder God’s 
Word, and in keeping with the experiences and trials He brings our way. In other words, we should link our lives with His Word with 
times of meditation and allow Him to speak as we have not heard previously.
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Deb’s Sewing and Alterations
 From buttons to wedding dress bustles give me a call at 
828-817-7015.

Single?
 For our singles: There will be a singles potluck at the 
Fletcher SDA Church on the first Sabbath of every month. 
Thank you, Kathy Lynch

 You may have your advertising here by sending email to 
lornanewsinfo@gmail.com or texting to 828-817-1544.

 5 Misty Milks
  Victoria Wolff
 8 Luke Eckmann-Reynolds
 9 Philip Amoroso
 11 Jean Croft
  Louise Story
 12 Jamie Grindley
 13 Ronnie Hartwell
 15 Ethan Owens
 16 Lori Field
 17 Ray Farnsworth
 21 Dakota Hines
  Nikolai Sizemore
  Gerald Tary, II
  Aubrey Witt
 22 Jonah Tary
 25 Lila Peterson
 26 Paul Heyer
  Malaki Sizemore
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 Do you like frogs? We have so many special kinds here -- 
green frogs, gray tree frogs, bull frogs, and one really neat one 
-- the wood frog. The wood frog can live anywhere from the 
boreal forests in the far north to our Appalachian mountains.
 There are many things that make the wood frog interesting. 
They hibernate in the leafy litter on the forest floor and can 
tolerate freezing temperatures. They can even stop breathing 
and their hearts can stop beating, but then thaw out again and 
be just fine! Because of this, they are the only frogs that live 
north of the Arctic Circle.
 A friend of my family used to sing a song called Down 
By The Creek Bank:

There’s crickets and tadpoles, turtles and frogs
Down by the creek bank by the old holler log
There’s spiders and fireflies, earthworms that crawl
Down by the creek bank by the old holler log

God made the animals, both great and small
But I guess my favorite ones of them all
Are crickets and tadpoles, turtles and frogs
Down by the creek bank by the old holler log.

Nature Nugget -- Wood Frogs
 Wanangwa Hartwell



 This past February 23, 2022 marked 70 years of marriage 
for John & Odila Oliver!  They met at Fletcher where Odila 
was taking nurses’ training and John was in the academy.  
As the story goes, John was walking past the nurses’ dorm, 
and Odila said, “That is the boy I am going to marry.”   It 
was a very God-centered encounter because John was from 
Newburyport, MA and Odila from Denver CO.   A little 
backstory...  John’s folks moved to NC in 1945.  They rented 
a big truck and moved everything from MA to Rockwell NC.  
His Uncle Joe wanted to get John into Shenandoah Academy 
but they were full, so they came to Fletcher and they were 
full also.  However, they stayed at Fletcher for a while in the 
principal’s home for two weeks and it worked out for him to 
attend.  Odila came to Fletcher in 1947 from Denver.  She was 
planning to go to Union College but she met a Dr. DeWitt in 
TX through her pastor who told her that she could work for 
him once her schooling was finished and he would pay for 
her education.  This was proposed because Odila’s original 
language was Spanish and Dr. DeWitt’s office was Spanish 
speaking.  He paid for her three year’s tuition which came to 
$300.  
 Meanwhile at Fletcher where Odila and John were both 
attending, they called Odila “Ms. Colorado” since her last 
name was hard to pronounce.  Looking back John & Odila 
can see the Lord’s hand guiding them in their lives.
 They started going to chapel and John walked her back 
to the nursing department across campus.  During Odila’s 
second year of nursing, her and John became a “couple.”  John 
graduated in 1949 and Odila in 1950.  They attribute SDA 
Christian education to bringing them together.  In 1952 John 
went to NC State to study agriculture but the Pastor’s wife of 
the Raleigh SDA Church gave John an aptitude test and the 
results showed John good in health and mechanical things.  
She told him he would make a good dentist and he became 
enrolled at Southern Missionary College (now Southern 
Adventist University).  He graduated in 1955.  During all 
of the college years plus the four years at Loma Linda when 
John was a full-time student, Odila supported them as a nurse 
starting at Chattanooga and then Loma Linda and then a state 
hospital in California (Patton State Hospital).  
 Once John graduated, they came back to Fletcher because 
Dr. Forest Port who was a teacher at Loma Linda offered him 
his practice at Fletcher but John didn’t buy the practice but 
worked there for three years.  Then a classmate of Odila’s 
(Ann Morgan, sister of Roy Morgan) contacted them.  They 
needed someone in their Columbus NC office so John started 
working part-time with them while keeping his job at Fletcher.  
Roy Morgan & Charles Blomeley’s office was across from the 
old courthouse in Columbus.  They started in 1967 so now 
there was Roy Morgan, Charles Blomeley & John Oliver 
joined them all in one office.  In 1987 Roy Morgan died and 
Charles Blomeley died in 2013.  John continued dentistry there 
and Odila as the chairside assistant.  Odila never regretted 

John & Odila Oliver
working there.  Eventually John started working with Dr. 
David Wagner and John’s last working years were in the lab.  
 John’s dad built the house they currently live in.  It 
was so perfect as it was only two miles from the office, 
another evidence of the Lord’s leading.  Early on the Olivers 
worshipped at the Columbus SDA Church on Woodland Road.  
They worshipped there from 1963 – 1975 when the Tryon 
SDA Church was built.  The only living charter member now 
is Lila Morgan.  The Olivers have attended our Tryon SDA 
Church longer than anyone else currently there.
 When asked about special vacations or trips, John talked 
about going to Malawi around 1979-80 as a missionary and 
was invited by the General Conference to go to do dentistry.  
Although trips were planned to Malawi for three weeks, John 
stayed for six weeks.
 The Olivers took a vacation to Palestine which they both 
really enjoyed.  Then they also would take a trip to Denver 
about every two years especially to visit Odila’s family.  
 They have three children, Cheryl, Becky, & John.  They 
are all very attentive to Odila & John’s needs now that they 
are in their senior years.  Cheryl found a golf cart for them 
and they use it most everyday driving around their two acres.  
A typical day for them consists of getting up about 6:30 – 
7:00 am, drink water, have worship with their book cart of 
worship books, then take their health numbers, sing three 
hymns each morning, go over their prayer list, and then count 
their blessings.  After worship, they eat breakfast, work with 
their tomatoes, play Rummikub, ride their golf cart, watch 
news and some games in the evening, and go to bed.   John’s 
favorite Bible verse is Zephaniah 3:17 “The Lord your God in 
your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over 
you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will 
rejoice over you with singing.”  Odila has too many favorites 
to list.  They both think a lot about Heaven.  They absolutely 
love our church and it goes without saying, we love them too.  
They truly are pillars of our beloved Tryon SDA Church.
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Upcoming WINGS Events
 Kelley Edney

 July was a busy month for WINGS. On July 9 was the 
secret sister reveal. 22 ladies signed up to be secret sisters 
back in January. Seeing all the smiles, hearing the laughs and 
hugs was such fun. Some of the ladies had figured out who 
their secret sister was but some were totally surprised. Three 
ladies guessed that Terry Robinson had them so they were 
surprised to find out the truth. We will take a break and start 
secret sisters again in November and go through May 2023. 
The idea is to give a small gift or card to your secret sister 
about once a month.  I hope even more ladies will join in on 
the fun and the blessing.
     Then on July 10 we had a pasta making class. A friend 
of Linda Michel, Erin Step, was the teacher. Again we had a 
fun evening together and enjoyed the most delicious pasta. 
Linda made homemade alfredo sauce and Barbara Carney 
made tasty cheesecake desserts.
    Sunday July 17 Paula (and Art) Slater hosted a pool party 
at her home. After the church workbee, it was such a nice 
way to cool down. Everyone brought a snack to share and 
we just had a great time. 
   Upcoming WINGS events:
  August meeting is on Sabbath Aug 13.
  Friday September 2 at 12:00 p.m. will be lunch at 
Dimitri’s in Landrum, SC. 

 Thanks to Charles Mildton for stepping in to preach on 
Sabbath, July 16, when Pastor Bob was under the weather. 
The message was on Fireproof Faith and was based on Daniel 
3:16-18.
 Pastor Grant started a new series on Daniel on Sabbath, 
July 24. He preached on Daniel 1 and reminded us, “The 
remnant on a roll of fabric is that which is printed first.” We 
who are living at the end of time should be closest to what 
God first intended.
 George and Judah Kim played Pie Jesu for special music 
on the 24th, on guitar and cello. If you weren’t there, I hope 
you’ll get the DVD or see Tonya for the video -- it was 
beautiful!
 Pastor also called up all the elders and deacons and had 
a prayer of dedication for the new year. Please pray for all 
of our church leaders who were nominated to serve in this 
church year.

Church Happenings
 Wanangwa Hartwell

 Know someone who needs food? Let them know about 
Share Thy Bread! You can go on our page on the church website 
to see what is available through our produce program. We 
will also have the Share Thy Bread room open on Wednesday 
nights after prayer meeting. Come get whatever you need.
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 We all know the thrift store is the place to get gently used 
clothing, furniture, housewares and lots of other things for 
extremely low prices and there is a big turnover in the stock. 
It seems like the place is always “humming” when I’ve been 
there too, but there is a problem, a minor one. Sara Wolff 
reports that sales of Christmas items have been very slow, 
maybe non-existent, no wonder considering it’s July and 
the heat is really bad. The problem is that there isn’t enough 
space to store all the Christmas stuff that has come in. That 
means now might be a good time to consider a thing or two 
you might want come December. There just might be one at 
the thrift store. Why not take a look?
 In the meantime, the thrift store will continue to fulfill 
a need so many people have, people who are living on the 
edge and can’t afford to shop at most stores. And on occasion, 
individuals and families who are in desperate situations can 
find help there as well. Along with Share Thy Bread, the 
Thrift Store is one of our most important ministries to people 
in this area.

Christmas in July at the Thrift Store
 Dick Bayley

 As we have just finished our first month of lunches for the 
new year I am happy to say things have gone well with the 
lunches and with our getting acquainted with our beautiful 
new  kitchen.
 I am thankful for each and every leader and helper that 
agreed to be on a team. When I was asked to be Fellowship 
Meal Coordinator my idea was for each group to only have 
to do a lunch one time a year, as opposed to the original two 
times a year plan that had been in place. I just had thought that 
with so many people couldn’t we have it to where we could 
do it this way. It has worked out for the most part. We do have 
a total of 10 leaders with the months of May and June open.
 We have 3 ladies per team with a few that have chosen 
to help out other teams.  We have severaI ladies who are not 
members of our church that are helping us out which is great. 
I have a few weeks throughout the year where one person on a 
team cannot serve for one reason or another. If anyone would 
like to serve on a team or help out where we have a gap please 
see me. I have contacted most of the ladies but have missed a 
few especially new people.
 The kitchen comes with some clean up challenges we 
could use more people to step up and help out.  Many hands 
make light work is a very true saying. I love to organize and 
do creative things and help out with the lunches. Looking 
forward to the coming year.

Kitchen Kapers
 Connie Davenport

“The smallest of pebbles that’s tossed in a pond
makes ripples that reach far and wide.
Just as the smallest of kindnesses shown
can touch someone deeply inside.
So, we shouldn’t dismiss any words that we’ve spoken,
nor small, thoughtful gestures we’ve made,
for they’ve each left a mark
as they’ve reached someone’s heart 
with a comfort that won’t quickly fade.
       ~Emily Matthews

 On Sunday, July 24, we held a health seminar entitled 
Specialty Salads.   Although we were few in numbers, 
(12 total), we had a wonderful time.  Some nutritional 
information was new to our guests and they expressed their 
appreciation.   The format was a PowerPoint presentation, 
followed by sampling of various salads and dressings.  Our 
guests were pleasantly surprised that healthful recipes could 
be accompanied with such good tastes.  With the lack of good, 
healthy salad dressings on the market, this made the dressing 
recipes of special value.
    We sampled seven different salads and by the end of the 
seminar, people commented on how really satisfied they felt.  
We were able to “show off” our new kitchen which is so first 
class! Some asked when our next seminar would be and we 
shared that in September we hope to start a Diabetes Reversal 
seminar. Thanks to God who used Yemi Smith & Nancy 
Franks to help make the seminar successful.
 A note from someone in the Community:  Bev, the 
Specialty Salad Seminar was informative and I learned a lot. 
Is there a way you can text or email me when there are health 
seminars?

Salad Seminar – A Success
 Bev Cook
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 Vacation Bible School took place this year on June 20th 
through June 24th with the last program on Sabbath June 25th. 
It was very exciting and rewarding to have a VBS program for 
the children of the community and our own church members 
since the last VBS program was in 2019.
 We had a total of 51 children attend VBS, nine of these 
were younger than 5 years of age and 30 kids that attended 
were from the community, non church members. The younger 
children under age 5 years participated in the Preschool Little 
Rockhound program designed and directed by Nancy Franks, 
Kim Eckmann and Meghan Reynolds. We had twelve of our 
own church young people rise to the occasions volunteering 
as youth/teen helpers every day of the program. This provided 
much needed assistance for the Group and Crew Leaders in 
each of the stations.
 The theme of the program this year was Jasper Canyon 
where all children are treasured by God. Decor was 
thoughtfully designed and implemented to make the children 
feel that they were in a wild canyon, rockhounds looking for 
treasure. From the music to the stories, crafts and snacks they 
were reminded daily of the theme through experiences that 
connected them with the Bible characters of the day.
 A usual day began at 5:30 pm. Every child was registered, 
given a colored armband and assigned to a Crew Leader 
(Crystals, Geodes, Agates, Opals and Garnets). Information 
was collected to ensure safety and special needs for each child 
including name tags. After registration the children were taken 
to their assigned seating for the opening program in the Gym, 
led out by Tamara Medina. During this time the children were 
welcomed, we had prayer together and sang songs. Romans 
8:38 was the verse practiced each night instilling the love of 
God and that He is always with us no matter what happens in 
our lives.
 Each night there was a visit from Dr. Soil (Raynel Medina) 
and his assistant (Oziel Medina) who acted as archaeologists 
discovering new treasures in Jasper Canyon and discussed the 
Daily Find: “Jesus made me special! I dig it!” This was a hit 
with kids and the Leaders! We are blessed to have such talent 
in our church!
 Next, each of the children were escorted by their assigned 
Crew Leaders to their Stations which rotated every 20 minutes 
between the Gemstone Mine (Bible Story), Excavation Post 

Vacation Bible School Report
 Julie Rayburn, VBS Director

(Prayer Station), Artifact Crafts (Craft Station), Testing 
Pit (Game Station) and Picnic Snacks (Snack Station). The 
program ended each night at 8 pm with a reflection of lessons 
learned and prayer.
 By the end of the week the children were in the routine, 
sang songs from memory including the theme Bible verse. 
On Friday, instead of doing a craft they got to participate in 
mining for real gems at the mining flume. Even the big kids 
enjoyed this!
 The Sabbath program was the highlight and culmination 
of a wonderful spirit filled VBS week. Thanks to our church 
for all of your prayers and the volunteers for their dedicated 
commitment in set up, which took hours of preparation and 
labor and also for those who served each night which made 
the program a success.
 I would like to personally thank each of the following 
individuals who contributed to the success of this program:
 Pastor Bob and Ramona for their prayers, guidance, and 
support
 Marty Logue – Sound System, Advertisement, and general 
support
 Melissa Zjaci – Assistant Director, Program Design, and 
Decor and Registration
 Tamara, Raynel, Oziel Medina - Program Design and 
Decor, Opening and Closing programs, Sabbath program 
development
 Nancy Franks, Kim Eckmann, and Meghan Reynolds – 
Preschool Program
 Lorna Dever – Registration
 Crew Leaders – Doria Harms, Wendy Logue, Pixie 
Paradis, Ronnie Hartwell, Bob Rayburn, and Tonya Kim
 Group Leaders – Bev Cook, Prayer Station; Wanangwa 
Hartwell, Bible Station; Barbara and Robert Carney, Craft  
Station; Robert Carney drove the van each night into the 
community to pick up children from our local community; 
Debbie Balvin, Cheryl Griffin, and Kari Owens did the Snack 
Station; Sara and Juliana Wolff did the Activities
 Special Effects – Jeff Harms, Bob Rayburn, and Lorna 
Dever
 Youth Support – Judah and Alexa Kim, Oziel and Adrian 
Medina, Katerina and Emma Zjaci, Leah and Levi Rowe, 
Emily Ford, Xenia King, Nivia Hodge, Juliana Wolff, and Ben 
Owens
 A special thank you for all of you who helped with the set 
up and tear down of the Morgan Center!
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 The summer has flown by and we are approaching the 
start of another school year. Our school is growing just like 
our church. Praise God! Additions this year include a PreK 
program. We have hired Victoria Burkett to teach PreK and 
Kindergarten. This now allows for better grade distributions 
among the other teachers and creates room for growth in 
the other grades. Without this decision we were going to be 
almost full in two of the three classrooms. We are blessed to 
continue to have families move to this area that are interested 
in a Christian education for their child. I believe that our 
school is our greatest evangelistic endeavor.
 With growth comes hard work and the need for some 
renovations and additional resources and supplies. Some 
of our current updates and projects are as follows: PreK 
and Kindergarteners need a separate bathroom, which is 
already in progress. Supplies and decorations are needed to 
stock this room and create a fun learning environment. Miss 
Busch’s classroom will now be located in what used to be 
the lunchroom. This move creates the need for an outdoor 
pavilion/picnic area for lunchtime so the kids won’t always 
have to eat at their desks.
 We have several experienced teachers who live locally 
and are looking for part-time work. The school board and 
teachers believe that they could make valuable contributions 
that would help to round out our students’ learning experience. 
They have expertise in areas that could assist our students 
to be academically more successful while supporting our 
current full-time teachers. The conference has informed us 
multiple times that there is a nationwide teacher shortage 
but we are blessed to find qualified local teachers who can 
help to enhance our current program. We are working out the 
logistics of some specific subjects and areas that they can help 
us with.
Every child in our school is precious and important and we 
want to give them the best Christian educational experience 
we can; in order to do that please keep our upcoming school 
year in your prayers. Thank you so much, church family, for 
your help with the work bee and all the support you give our 
school.

Coming Up
 Sarah Rowe

School Needs/Wants List

 c Your Prayers every day are what we need most!

 c Additional Chromebooks for students to complete 
their testing on ($5,000)

 c Worthy Student Sponsors for 6 children (varying 
amounts needed on a monthly basis)

 c Outfitting the PreK & K classroom ($2,500)

 c Addition of bathroom

 c Front door replacement to ensure proper closure and 
locking (for safety and security purposes)

 c Lunch Pavilion & Picnic Tables 

 c Amazon Wish Lists for each of our teachers - listed 
on School Facebook page

 c Sponsors and Volunteers to pay for and create an 
outdoor learning environment (a lot of schools are offering 
“forest” schools where children learn primarily in the 
outdoors. We would like to create some areas that have 
outdoor learning stations on our beautiful property)

 c Funding to staff our Homeschool Bridge Day and 
offer additional classroom support a couple times a week 
for our teachers (We have around 15 students interested in 
coming to our homeschool day)

 c Donations of any amount are welcomed and greatly 
appreciated. Mark your tithe envelope “Tryon SDA School.” 
Please reach out to Sarah Rowe, 828-817-3315, if you have 
specific questions about any of these items.
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 Lori Busch… As she described herself recently, “I teach 
grades 6 through 8. I love: reading books with my students 
and listening to their thoughts and ideas. I also enjoy helping 
my students make sense of math and understand how it works. 
Sharing the love of Jesus and watching their relationship with 
Him grow is why I do what I do.”   And that’s not all. She’s 
an animal lover, and loves to play the fiddle and the mandolin. 
Hmmm. Could she play for church sometime?

Meet
Our

Teachers

 Christy Durby… Loves welcoming students to her 
classroom. She loves the excitement of teaching kids and 
having learning adventures as they develop new skills, 
cultivate friendships, and learn about Jesus and the world He 
created.  Among her other loves are being a grandmother to 
two-year-old Edwin and collecting children’s books.  Then 
there are her other interests, which include reading, traveling, 
kayaking and jet skiing. 

 Sonja Meadows…  She says she is “so excited” to be 
teaching our kids this year!  She says, “We are going to learn 
lots and grow closer to Jesus together! In my free time I love 
going on hikes with my family and spending time outside!” 
And that includes her four kids too of course.  “I was born 
and raised in Tennessee,” she says, and loves the mountains. 
She truly loves all the children and looks forward to getting 
to know them!

 Victoria Burkett… comes to us with experience at the 
Eddlemon Child Development Center in Spartanburg, where 
she served as a preschool teacher, and filled several other roles 
as well. She had previously been a teacher at the Eddlemon 
Adventist School for one year.  Her work required her to 
have considerable computer skills too. At home, she enjoys 
photography and building things, and whenever possible, 
baking French macaroons.  
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 I very much enjoyed our “Secret Sisters” program which 
was sponsored by our Women’s Ministries Department. It was 
fun to choose a little saying or story that might bring a smile 
to her face, write a few words of encouragement, or deliver 
to her a little “goody.” However, the most joy I received from 
having a secret sister was the opportunity to pray for her each 
day, asking our dear Lord to send special blessings down 
upon her and her family. ~ Terry Robinson

 I loved being a secret sister -- it was rewarding and fun! 
It’s always more fun to give than to receive! My secret sister 
was pretty absent. ~ Sarah Rowe

 On that special Sabbath when we had our Secret Sister 
reveal, it was so fun.  I can’t say, my sister was a surprise 
because another sister “slipped” as to who my sister was, but 
still I loved the program.  I actually enjoyed surprising my 
sister with little gifts & notes more than receiving them.  I 
saw this program as a ministry of encouragement to others.  
Life deals crucibles to us as we are currently studying in 
our lesson.   So, helping others under stress has its joy and 
fulfillment.  Thanks, Kelley, for coordinating this inreach! ~ 
Bev Cook

 The secret sister experience was a blessing! Encouraging 
words, a simple gift and to see that someone cared enough to 
pray for me was wonderful! ~ Julie Rayburn

 I really enjoyed doing Secret Sisters this year. It was so 
much fun to give gifts to Wanangwa. Of course I had a secret 
accomplice in Lorna since she works with me at the thrift 
store.  Lorna helped me make sure that all my gifts were 
things Wanangwa liked. She never once suspected I was her 
secret sister and Lorna did a good job not to ruin the secret. 
Can’t wait to do it again in a few months! Thank you Kelley 
for being a great women’s ministry leader! ~ Sara Wolff

I enjoyed all the gifts my secret sister gave to me! Loved the 
flower for my birthday and the gift card for my anniversary. 
The chocolate was the best! Thank you! Carol Peden.

 I had no idea who my secret sister was and it was so fun 
to find out it was Sara Wolff! She must have had so much 
fun picking things out and keeping the secret, especially since 
I would have her drop off things for my secret sister at the 
church! And I loved picking out little things for my secret 
sister and getting my friends at work to help wrap them so 
she wouldn’t be able to tell they were from me! ~ Wanangwa 
Hartwell

 Being a part of Secret Sisters was a true blessing to me! 
I enjoyed getting to know 2 ladies who are quite new to our 
church. Having the sheet my Secret Sister filled out helped me 
get to know things about her & I had a good time picking out 
gifts for her! It was a blessing to pray for her & her family too. 
I thought I knew who had my name and I was wrong! The 
Secret Sister who had my name was very thoughtful and I 
appreciate her as well! And it was very nice to know she was 
praying for me as well. I thoroughly enjoyed participating 
in our Secret Sister program! I appreciate Kelley putting it 
together and I look forward to being part of it again! ~ Christy 
Durby

 My experience was very blessed. My secret sister ended 
up being Carla Powell who is a great friend of mine and I 
didn’t have any idea. She sure knew me and that should have 
made me guess but I guess I was having a major blonde 
moment. It made me feel very happy to get letters and gifts 
from someone who always knew the right things to say, to 
make me feel so truly blessed and special. Thank you, Kelley, 
for doing this. I love you. ~ Paula Slater

 I had a wonderful time being a Secret Sister, especially 
when she would walk into the Thrift Store when she wasn’t 
supposed to be there and I was wrapping her gift! The gift 
and wrapping paper quickly went to the floor under the cash 
register! Barbara Carney was fun to be a sister with. Two 
weeks before the reveal date Kelley told me that Ruthann 
Harrelson had not received any gifts. I utilize our favorite 
boutique (Thrift Store) and the Sabbath prior to the reveal she 
received six gifts to make up for the six months. Both ladies 
were pleasantly surprised when they learned who their sister 
really was! I had no idea who had my name, but received some 
very delightful gifts matched to my favorite things. Since I do 
not know M J Foster, I am hoping to get to know her better in 
the future. I cannot wait until we do it again this fall and hope 
many more participate. Join us when you hear about it this 
fall. ~ Lorna Dever


