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Art and Pixie will have been married 
52 years on June 27, 2017.  They 

met at Adelphian Academy in Holly, 
MI. Pixie’s boyfriend was Art’s 
roommate at academy.  One Saturday 
night at a social at the roller skating 
rink they became attracted to one 
another.  During those days students 
could not walk together, be on the 
phone together, etc.   
 The following year Pixie went to a 
different boarding school but they wrote 
letters back and forth.    Pixie went on 
to graduate and went to Columbia 
Union College while Art went off to 
the army where he finished school and 
got his GED.  He was discharged from 
the army in 1964 and they got married 
in June 1965.  
 They settled down in Tacoma Park, 
MD. Pixie was a homemaker for eight 
years and Art was a builder, building 
homes. They had a son, Todd, in 1968 
and later in 1973 had Desiree who 
was born in Silver Spring, MD.   They 
raised their children in Silver Spring.  
Pixie taught art for a year when the 
principal called her from John Nevins 
Andrew Elementary School. That was 
a big school and Pixie taught there 
about 25 years. Afterwards they moved 

Getting to Know You ~ Paradis
 Bev Cook

to Florida. Pixie taught at Forest Lake 
Education Center where there were 600 
students. She taught there for five years 
while Art was remodeling homes.
 One day they received a call from 
a girl at FLEECE who Pixie had taught 
with and offered her a job at Eddlemon 
Adventist School so that is how they 
came to this area. Pixie has been 
teaching there for 11 years. Art retired 
five years ago, but still keeps busy.
 A typical day for them consists 
of getting up at 5:00 a.m. and getting 
Pixie ready for school. Art helps her by 
warming the car, turning the radio on 
Family Radio, prepares her lunch, etc.  
Then he keeps the home front going.
 He is a major grandpa, “Arta”.    
Pixie gets back home about 6:00 p.m.  
She has no plans of retiring right now.  
 They both start in the morning 
with their worship and read the Bible 
together every day.   They also study in 
the evening; Art enjoys Pixie reading 
to him. Both attend prayer meeting and 
church regularly.
 Pixie’s favorite Bible verse is 
Genesis 3:15 that begins the whole story 
of salvation. Art loves the verse, “If 
you love Me, keep My commandments 
(John 14:15).”
 They are looking forward to the 
soon return of Jesus.  They pray for all 
of us to be found faithful.

Pixie & Art Paradis

Li’l Gardeners
Daine & Danielle Magnant

 Sunday, December 11, the gardens 
were a beehive once again!
 Nate and Tara Horton, along with 
Bob Shepard and boys, and Jazzilyn 
Ford worked diligently on pulling 
bamboo out into heaps ready for the 
chipper. Unfortunately, it did not work 
that day so we hired the work out later.
 Desiree Magnant and Tonya Kim 
picked several bags of greens that were 
later distributed through Share Thy 
Bread to people in the community.
 Keith Magnant and Bob Shepard 
finished the irrigation line from the 
pump to all the grow boxes.
 A few days later Desiree took 

Matthew 25 Gardens
 Lorna Dever

Matthew 25 Gardens, Continued

Danielle and Daine out to tighten down 
the frost blankets and to tidy up the 
area by raking leaves.
 As soon as we can finish the 
electrical to the pump we will 
have running irrigation lines to all 
growboxes.
 We have lots of greens and salad 
lettuces ready for picking in the near 
future. Contact Lorna if you are 
interested in any of the produce. We 
won’t be selling it, but donations to the 
Matthew 25 project are appreciated.
 Soon we will be working on the 
final stage of irrigation and that will be 
the lines to the fruit areas. By March we 
hope to have our fruit trees and bushes 
planted. You are invited to become part 
of this growing project!

Matthew 25 Gardens’
Workbee

January 15
Come Join Us!

Compassion Sabbath
January 14

Join us for this
special time

ministering to others.
When I was sick
You visited Me.
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Recently we heard from Trey & 
Vicky Brown as they shared a few 

news clips from their lives in Turkey.  
They told us of a new Iranian young 
friend who recently has come to Jesus 
and how he is now sharing the good 
news with others.   They desire prayer 
for him as it is risky to share Jesus in 
Turkey.
   The Browns are having a few 
challenges:  1) Getting resident permits, 
and 2) Getting their smart phone to 
work that they brought from the states. 
The Browns are living in Bursa, a city 
in Turkey, and are feeling convicted 
that they will need to live outside the 
city at some point in the future.
 They are nearing their goal of 
raising $15,000 for a vehicle to move 
around in as $11,465 has come in thus 
far. Depending on public transportation 
is not only time-consuming but 
increasingly dangerous. They feel 
their days could be spent in more 
productive activities than using public 
transportation.  Our church members 

Our Missionaries to Turkey
 Bev Cook

can donate by marking their offering 
envelopes “Turkey Vehicle” or give 
directly online at www.afmonline.org, 
under the “Give” tab and scrolling 
down to “Special Projects” where you 
would find the Coal Vehicle Fund, 
Coal, being their alias name.
 They continue working on learning 
the complex Turkish language. Their 
understanding far exceeds their ability 
to speak which is hard for them as 
they desire to join in conversations 
but are very limited.  They realize 
the great value in being able to speak 
the language and ask prayers in their 
behalf for this ability.
 They continue to make friends, 
however, and one couple in particular 
asked for a book on the supernatural.   
Although the Browns did not have 
the book at the time called A Trip into 
the Supernatural by Roger Morneau, 
on the next visit by this couple they 
somehow had received this very book 
and were excited to begin reading it.   
This story is to be continued.    
   Please pray for their many 
opportunities and needs.   They 
appreciate our church prayers and 
support so much.

Winter Wonders ~
A King is Born
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Share Thy Bread
Tryon Christmas Parade
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Pathfinder Plans
Wednesday’s, 6:30 p.m.

Adventurer Activities
Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.

January 11 & 25

On, January 8, 3:30 p.m. we 
are going to have a Business 

Meeting. The purpose of the meeting 
is to present the results of the Natural 
Church Development Survey 30 of 
our church members took recently. 
We want to get the help of the church 
membership in providing more specific 
feedback on the strengths and points of 
growth identified by the survey. Your 
presence and feedback will be greatly 
appreciated.
 The Natural Church Development 
is a comprehensive survey that provides 
feedback on 8 fundamental values 
that are essential for a healthy church 
environment. The Biblical premise 
behind the survey is that churches that 
are healthy grow naturally.

Church Business Meeting
 Pastor Daniel Bran The eight quality characteristics 

identified in the survey are:
  
                Empowering leadership
  Gift-based ministry
  Passionate spirituality
  Effective structures
  Inspiring worship service
  Holistic small groups
  Need-oriented evangelism
  Loving relationships

 The key word for every value is the 
qualifying word. A healthy church is 
identified not just by its leadership, but 
by its “empowering” leadership; not 
just by ministry, but by “gift-based” 
ministry; not just by spirituality, but 
by “passionate” spirituality; not just by 
structures, but by “effective” structures; 
and so on. The Word of God and the 
Spirit of Prophecy provide valuable 
guidelines in the understanding of these 
principles. It is our desire as a church 
to continue to be a healthy community 
where Christ is uplifted and lives are 
being changed. 
 We will also take the opportunity 
to provide reports on some of our 
ministries and a report on our finances.
 Put this date on your calendars. We 
plan to see you there.

Ja
nuary

 1 Heather Blomeley
 3 Sarah Painter
 4 Nadia Milks 
 7 Tré Gordon
 8 Michael H. Owens
  Bryce Sasso
 16 Eleanor Carpenter
  Candy Justice
  Jill Sampson

 19 Leigh Ann Uribe
  Grayson Rowe
 20 Deb Grant
 23 Chrisy Witt
 24 Larry Dietz
  Delmer Green
 26 Alberto Alvarez
  Larry Moses
 27  Delvin Hornbeck
 29 Bryson Shepard
 30 Chet Cook
 31 Marilyn Fralick

Marilyn “Grandma” Cook turned 95 years young on December 24.   She 
is defying the odds as they say – no meds and very few aches and pains 

(occasional lower back pain).   Other than that, her physical health is relatively 
good.   Her memory is weak, but hey, she’s 95.   An avid reader and lover of nature, 
Marilyn can be seen with either Bev or Chet everyday.   She had been married 60+ 
years and raised six children.   We want to congratulate her on a long and giving 
life.

March yard sale ~ March 24, 26 - 
28.

 Set up will be happening March 12 
- 23. We could sure use your help!
 Call Pam Green, 864-895-5235 
(Home) or 864-640-0990 (Cell), to 
learn what you can do to help.

Yard Sale
 Deb Grant

CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS

Mondays & Wednesdays
    10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
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Who Is Your Hero?
Lorna Dever

8

For Sale

For Sale:  Free range chickens have 
eggs for you! Contact Wanangwa, 828-
817-0251, or Ronnie, 316-680-8773.

For Sale:  Raw honey for sale. Have 
early spring ,Late May, (for allergy) 
and summer, taken July 10th. $12.00, 
same as last year. Call Wally 828-863-
4154.

Needed

Needed:  Scrap Metal. The Pathfinders 
are now collecting the scrap metal for 
their various activities. Contact Bob 
Shepard, 828-606-6684, to arrange 
pick up.

Services

Looking for something?  Looking 
for a specific item from the yard 
sale donations? Often Pam and I are 
asked to look for a specific item that 
may come in to the yard sale. We are 
providing a sign up sheet on the door 
of the yard sale container in the gym 
where you can list items that you are 
interested in purchasing. You will be 
contacted when/if the item(s) arrive.  
DO NOT tell us, please write it on the 
list.

Hemming and minor sewing alterations 
by Deb Grant. 828-817-7015

Advertising
 news@tryonsdachurch.org

Inreach

Infogram

Outreach

The TV was following the life of John Glenn after his recent death. As I passed 
the room I heard a commentator remark, “It doesn’t seem like our young 

people have heroes like we did when we were young. Certainly, not ones like John 
Glenn.”
 The remark has caused me to do some major thinking. Outside of Jesus, who 
is my hero? I can name a few.
 My grandmother comes to mind – Someone outside of my parents who always 
believed in me. Her parting words to me the last time I stood by her bedside 
(December, 1973) were, “I’ll see you soon!” Ten days later she lay asleep awaiting 
Jesus’ return. For her it will ce soon!
 H.M.S. Richards, Jr. was the inspiration in my becoming an Amateur Radio 
operator. The last time he shook hands with me he said, “Lorna, never forget what 
your grandfather and my dad always challenged us with – ‘Occupy until I come!’” 
Thus my zeal in sharing Jesus through Community Outreach.
 Desmond Doss who exemplified a life of service to his war buddies, yet after 
greeting me at Lake Junaluska a few years ago told me what a great dad I had! Not 
that I would ever deny how great my dad was in my eyes, but to hear it from a true 
war hero meant a lot.
 Then I think of what I hear amongst the children that have attended my Camp 
– Pokemon, Mario Kart, Super Smash Bros, Harry Potter, and the list goes on! 
Who are our children looking up to these days? Is it any wonder that our nation, 
indeed our world, has little to offer of kindness and love to each other?
 Yes, our children spend little time looking for the proper heroes they could find 
in our world today. It is true that people like Dr. Ben Carson, Malala Yousafzai, 
Captain “Sully” Sullenberger are few and far between, as we found while writing 
this article. But they are well worth the search. Jesus said “by beholding, we 
become changed.” Let’s spend some time beholding the good in this world...and 
the greater Good in Him.

Cactusville Vacation Bible 
Xperience Workshop – See 

firsthand the NAD 2017 VBS program! 
Specifics: Sabbath, February 11, 2017; 
3:30 - 6:00 p.m.; Carolina Conference 
Office, 2701 East WT Harris Blvd., 
Charlotte, NC. Register online at www.
carolinasda.org.
 Adult Sabbath School Teacher 
1-day workshop: ENERGIZE & 
GROW your church through Adult 
Sabbath School! You are invited to 
attend the day (10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) 
with Pastor David Wright at the Monroe 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, 2007 
Weddington Road, Monroe, NC on 
Sabbath, February 11, 2017. For 
further details and to register, go to 
www.carolinasda.org
 Richie & Timi Brower present 
“Marriage Conversion” at Romance 
at the Ranch, February 10 - 12, 2017. 
Give your marriage a boost and join 
us at Nosoca Pines Ranch! For more 
information and to register online go to 
www.carolinasda.org.

Conference Events
 Jayme Rouse

Sign up today and make our
Directory Complete, 704-692-6667



Pictorial Directory Picture Taking
Sign Up Today! 704-692-6667
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The answer to last month’s riddle was 
One of David’s Five Stones

I was appointed but wasn’t expected
I swallowed whole what I did not eat
I was a place of prayer out of sight
And when I was sick, God approved!

I am in the Bible – What am I?

Look for me in next month’s Newsletter

Kids’ Bible Riddle
 

How’s your Nature IQ?

QUESTION: Do sunflowers always 
turn their faces to the sun and follow 
the sun from east to west?
 
ANSWER: Only some types of 
younger sunflowers do this. It’s called 
“phototropism”. Photo = light, tropism 
= the tendency of a plant or animal 
to move or turn in response to an 
external stimulus, such as sunlight 
or temperature. In sunflowers the 
sunlight causes a chemical reaction 
that weakens the cell walls on the side 
of the plant away from the light. This 
weakening lets the cells swell on that 
side of the plant, pushing the plant the 
other way, i.e., towards the light. Even 
though the sun sets in the west, the 
young sunflowers will turn to face the 
east overnight in anticipation of the 
sun rising the next morning.

Nature Nugget
 3ABN Kids’ Time
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We are very excited about our new 
pictorial church directory now 

in the planning stages.
 Our members have used our last 
2013 pictorial directory over and over 
again to place a face with a name or a 
name with a face.  But 2013 was over 
three years ago and many changes 
have taken place like marriages, babies, 
church kids growing up, and people 
coming and going including our new 
Pastor Dan and Adina!  Let’s make 
this our best directory ever and that 
means 100% participation.   Even if you 
are not “keen” on getting your picture 
taken, we ask you would join us anyway 
for the sake of completing our family 
album; we won’t be complete without 
you. 
 Any yes, even if you are a friend 
of the church and not an official 
“member”, we want you anyway. Who 
knows, we might win you over to 
become a member someday. 
 The dates again are January 15 – 
17 for picture settings.   Call Bev Cook 
at 704-692-6667 as soon as possible, 
if you have not yet signed up for your 
portrait and she’ll fit you in. She also 
has a guidelines brochure to help your 
picture be the best it can be.

NEW Pictorial Church Directory
 We Need YOU!


