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Getting to Know You ~
 Ronda Dever
 Ronda has been an Adventist all 
of her life.   In fact, she is a seventh-
generation Adventist, her great-
grandmother even saw Ellen G. White 
at a camp meeting.  She lived to be 
over a hundred and Ronda remembers 
hearing her talk about her encounter 
with Mrs. White.  
 Ronda grew up in the Chattanooga, 
Tennessee area.  Both of her parents 
were Adventist teachers and she went 
through elementary school having 
her mother as a teacher for four years 
and her father the other four years 
throughout various Adventist schools 
ranging from Augusta, Georgia to 
Dunlap, Tennessee.  After academy, 
she attended Southern Missionary 
College, now Southern Adventist 
University. In fact, Ronda graduated 
in the first Master Degree program 
Southern offered through La Sierra 
University in California!  She loved 
her college years.  
 After school, Ronda went to work 
as a teacher in Morgantown, West 
Virginia and taught for almost 20 years 
both in Adventist and public schools 
from first - eighth grade.  Like many 
others over the years, she drifted away 
from the church but continued to 
believe in God and the SDA doctrines.  
During one of those distant years, a 
day came when she was teaching in the 
public school, a fellow second grade 
teacher made a degrading comment 
about their Principal being a “Seventh-
day Adventist.”  She said her blood 
froze within her and she felt as though 

she were the “Jonah in the whale!”  
That evening she asked herself “What 
is happening?”  She saw this incident 
as a wake-up call.  Various things 
started turning her life around and back 
to God.  She attributes the Holy Spirit 
working in response to the prayers of 
her parents.  Also about this time she 
attended a seminar by Doug Bachelor.  
A very big influence once again was 
her parents coming to live with her in 
Maryland and starting family worship, 
taking them to church, and keeping 
the Sabbath hours holy, etc.  When 
their health started to weaken about 
2007, they and Ronda moved back to 
Tennessee. She started taking care of 
them and stayed with them until they 
went to sleep in Jesus.  
   She came to this area about 4-1/2 
years ago when Lorna helped her get 
a job living-in with an elderly lady in 
Landrum, South Carolina.  This was 
about 2015. She has been working in 
home care ever since.  She says she 
has many opportunities to share her 
faith.  Virginia Alexander lives with 
her currently.
 Ronda loves to travel.   Since 
she never married nor had children, 
she was free to travel.  She traveled 
extensively with her family and by the 
time she was 17-years-old, her family 
had traveled by car to 49 States, plus all 
the provinces and territories of Canada, 
as well as part of Mexico.  They would 
tent-camp or bed down in their station 
wagon every night for up to five weeks 
at a time through the Summer when the 
whole family was free from teaching 
and school. The “whole family” 
included her parents, two sisters, and 

their Poodle!  During her college years 
she went to Mexico City for the Pan 
American Youth Congress.  In 2009 
she went on an Alaskan cruise. Ronda 
had previously traveled with her whole 
family the entire length of the Alaskan 
Highway by car in 1973.  In 2012, she 
went Island hopping with 12 family/
friends in Hawaii and celebrated her 
50th birthday there with a Hawaiian 
Luau.  

 When asked about her interests, 
no surprise she loves outdoor activities 
and anything to do with water sports.  
She also enjoys candle making, and 
in the winter likes crocheting.  Her 
favorite character in the Bible is Joseph 
and her favorite verses are Philippians 
3:12 - 14 and John 14:27.  
 Ronda is a lovely Christian.  If 
you can catch her, enjoy a fellowship 
meal with her and get to know this 
transformed lady.

Ronda’s Dog, Tanzi, poses during the Fall Festival
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Church Library
 Wanangwa Hartwell
 Hi everyone! Happy fall! I hope as 
the days grow shorter you will make 
time to check out your church library. I 
want to say a BIG thank you to my mom, 
Lorna Dever, for helping me get caught 
up on the many wonderful donations 
we have been receiving! We were able 
to fill out several sections, including 
Holy Spirit & Prayer, End Times & 
Bible Prophecy (including a book by 
our own Pastor Harry Robinson) and 
much, much more. Thank you all for 
your generous support!

Share Thy Bread
 Wanangwa Hartwell
 Greetings! The holidays are nearly 
upon us! As many of you know, it can 
be difficult to meet the bills and also 
buy gifts and holiday treats. Please 
consider giving to Share Thy Bread, 
especially foods that can be used for 
holiday meals - stuffing mixes, Jello 
mixes, pie fillings, canned pumpkin 
or cranberry and other special items. 
Think of the less obvious too - what 
are the ingredients for good mashed 
potatoes or green bean casserole, for 
instance? And look for opportunities 
to help with the various shoebox and 
other organized gift-giving events 
this year. These things touch lives and 
hearts!

Share Thy

Bread  Jesus Wins! by Elizabeth Talbot; 
Adult. The story is told about a boy 
who loved and admired the main hero 
in a book series. He had just bought 
the latest volume and realized that 
this book was very different! Unlike 
the previous books, this time his hero 
was being beaten and seemed to be 
losing! Not very far into the book, 
the boy couldn’t take it anymore and, 
holding his breath, went straight to the 
last chapter. With trembling hands, he 
turned to the last page and read the 
last paragraph. And there, in the last 
sentences of the story, he discovered 
that, despite the many seeming defeats, 
his hero was the victor after all and 
the villain was destroyed. Now that he 
knew the ending, he was at peace and 
went back to the place where he had 
left off and continued reading the book. 
 Jesus has told us the end of the 
story: He has overcome! When we 
face sickness, death, loss and various 
troubles, let’s remember that evil is a 
conquered enemy. When all is said and 
done, JESUS WINS! 
 Revisit the stories of Jesus in 
this life-changing daily devotional.  
Appreciate His beautiful character.  
Hear His profound truths in His simple 
messages.  See His tender, loving care 
for those around Him.  No element of 
His life is too small to provide insight.  
These insights will revitalize your life!    

2020 Devotionals
 My Life Today by Ellen G. White, 
Evening. Can we conceive of a more 
intimate relation to Christ than this? 
The fibers of the branch are almost 
identical with those of the vine. The 
communication of life, strength, and 
fruitfulness from the trunk to the 
branches is unobstructed and constant. 
The root sends its nourishment through 
the branch. Such is the true believer’s 
relation to Christ. He abides in Christ, 
and draws his nourishment from Him. 
 In these devotionals, a constant 
call to duty is combined with the 
assurance of pardon and the promise of 
joy.  You will experience the beauty of 
holiness, learn the secret of Christian 
victory, and savor the future destiny of 
the saints.  Best of all, each precious 
page contains practical suggestions to 
help you strive for a closer walk with 
God.
 I Am Loved by Carolyn Rathbun 
Sutton, Women’s.
 Compassion by Troy Fitzgerald, 
Young Adult.
 I Am a Witness by Kalie Kelch, 
Teen.
 Eyes of the Crocodile by Charles 
Mills, Junior.
 Hiking With Jesus by Jim 
Feldbush, Primary.
 Hugs From Jesus by Sally Pierson 
Dillon, Preschool.

November
is

Warm
Fuzzy
Month

Last day to order
Pecans

November 4, 2019
 Call 828-859-5757
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Our School Motto

 One of the primary reasons our 
school exists is to give our children a 
safe place where they can grow closer 
to Jesus as their Savior and Best Friend.  
Our school board recently voted the 
following School Motto, based on 
Luke 2:52, “And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature and in favor with 
God and man.”  The Tryon Seventh-
day Adventist School Motto is:

 In His Footsteps:  Grow, Learn, 
Serve

 With our motto in mind, here are 
some of the ways in which our students 
are currently growing, learning, and 
serving:
 Grades 5 - 8 Bible study on the 
book of Daniel –  “We learned a lot 
about Daniel!   I heard about how 
Daniel and his friends were able to 
stand up when the going got tough.  I 
want to be able to stand up too.  God 
gave King Nebuchadnezzar a dream, 
and Daniel was able to interpret it.  In 
learning about Daniel, I heard things 
that I never really thought about.  In 
all, we have learned a lot.”  By Alexa
 Pastor’s Appreciation Month – 
“Our church has been blessed with a 
great pastor that is very involved with 

the school and the church.   He comes 
to the school almost every Wednesday 
to teach the children about the Bible.  
These past few weeks, he has taught 
us about Daniel, and all of us have a 
lot better of an understanding about 
Daniel.  The main reason for that is 
because Pastor Bran really puts it so 
that the kids can understand.  God has 
blessed us with a great pastor.  We 
really appreciate him, and we thank 
God for him.”  By, Jonathan  
 Operation Christmas Child –  
Operation Christmas Child is about 
people around the world who are 
poor and have no water, no money to 
live, and can’t buy their children toys 
for Christmas.  So, we are filling up 
boxes to give to other children who 
will probably never got anything for 
Christmas.  We are not just sending 
toys for children, we are putting soap, 
washcloths, wipes, and other household 
things.  It is ok if you only send a ball 
and a pump because this might be 
the only present they ever get, and it 
probably would be good and to put a 
Bible and books in the box so it might 
change the heart and bring them closer 
to God.”  By Treyvon

 Random Acts of Kindness – 
Sometimes it can be hardest to “serve” 
those closest to us.  One of our themes 
this year is “Throw Kindness Like 
Confetti”.  Kylie has seen many of her 
classmates living this theme in their 
everyday lives:
 “Aubrey helped me my first day of 
school when I didn’t know what to do.  
Everybody helped me settle in so that 
I knew what to do.  When Victoria got 
hit with a swing, Leah and Zina helped 
her feel better.  We all were playing, 
all the older students all helped the 4th 
graders play softball.  They got to hit, 
and they did really well, and they were 
happy.  That’s what made everyone 
else happy – their smiles.  We all had 
fun, and that’s the only thing that 
mattered – being kind to each other.”  
Thank you!  By, Kylie

 Reflections from Week of Prayer 
– Mr. Durby has been having our Fall 
Week of Prayer.  Here are some of the 
reflections the students have had after 
the morning message:
 “Mr. Durby talked about the Holy 
Spirit and how He comes to you is a 
still, small voice.  God cares about us.  
The king of the universe came down 

to our world in darkness.  Mr. Durby 
wanted to tell how God has blessed in 
his life.”
 “Mr. Durby talked about how God 
is always happy to see us even when 
we shut the door on Him multiple 
times.  He also talked about how the 
Holy Spirit talks to us in our mind and 
through our dreams.   The Hold Spirit 
talked to Mr. Durby when he had the 
tire fly at him, and God warned him 
one and one-half seconds before so 
he could brake and the wheel hit his 
tire instead of shattering his bones and 
maybe killing him.“
 “Mr. Durby helped us understand 
how important it is to give God respect.  
To just close your eyes when you pray 
is a big thing.  I know that God knows 
all the bad things we have done, but He 
still loves us.”
 “God has a plan for my life, and 
also everyone’s life, not just mine.  It 
was encouraging to me because I can 
know that there is hope even when I 
don’t think there is much hope.  I feel 
as if I need to have more hope.”  
 “You are not hearing God maybe, 
but He is always talking to you, and 
you just need to listen.”
 “I learned – you do not doubt God.  
God will always love us a lot.”
 “God has our best at heart.  God 
is our anchor for when the tempests 
roar.  We need to trust God all the time.  
Even when we feel like we can’t go on, 
God will life us up.  God guides me 
wherever I go.”

Our School Motto
 Continued from Page 8

Continued on Page 13
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Literature Room
 Wanangwa Hartwell
 Greetings! Ellen White said that 
we should spread our literature like 
autumn leaves and we certainly have 
an example of what that looks like 
at this time of year. It means to be 
generous, lavish, even extravagant. 
I have reorganized the literature 
room to make it easier for you to find 
materials to share and I have added a 
new section. There are now Bibles, 
Ellen White books, and books by other 
authors that have been donated but for 
various reasons will not be used in the 
church library. Please take something 
to share. The door is always open!

Who hath a book
Has friends at hand,
And gold and gear
At his command;

And rich estates,
If he but look,
Are held by him
Who hath a book.

Who hath a book
Has but to read
And he may be
A king indeed;

His Kingdom is
His inglenook;
All this is his
Who hath a book.

Wilbur D. Nesbit

Hour of Prayer
First Tuesday of the Month

November 5
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Polk County Senior Center
75 Carmel Drive

Columbus

A Bag of Tools
by R. L. Sharpe

Isn’t it strange
That princes and kings,
And clowns that caper
In sawdust rings,
And common people
Like you and me
Are builders for eternity?

Each is given a bag of tools,
A shapeless mass,
A book of rules;
And each must make—
Ere life is flown—
A stumbling block
Or a steppingstone.

THURSDAY NIGHT
SMALL GROUP

meets at Wally & Terry’s Thursdays at 
6:30 p.m. studying Revelation.

If the only prayer you said in your life 
was ‘Thank you,’ that would suffice.
 ~Meister Eckhart

Kindness is always fashionable, and 
always welcome.
 ~Amelia Barr



Diluting the Gospel ~ 4
 Liberty Department

 The Biblical record reveals striking 
things. Apostle Paul, in 2 Thessalonians 
2:3, 4, told us that apostasy was 
coming “Let no man deceive you by 
any means: for that day shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition; Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he 
as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
shewing himself that he is God.”
 The studies done during the rise of 
the Protestantism pointed the Papacy 
as fulfillment of this prophesies. Later 
the Spirit of Prophesy confirmed and 
provided more details about that. In 
“The Great Controversy”, Chapter 
3 (An Era of Spiritual Darkness), we 
read: “The apostle Paul, in his second 
letter to the Thessalonians, foretold the 
great apostasy which would result in 
the establishment of the papal power.”
The false teachings took over the 
Church during the very early centuries 
of the Christianity. The Biblical 
requirements of God were replaced 
with human theories and traditions. 
The message in the Scripture is clear 
- the false teachings will accompany 
the Church until the Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ. God’s last call to the 
fallen humanity is to come out of the 
false worship practices and worship 
Him in the correct Biblical way. In 
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Diluting the Gospel ~ 4
 Continued from Page 6

Revelation 18:4, a voice out of heaven 
cries: “Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues.”
 How do we know if a particular 
worship practice is correct or 
incorrect? Jesus points to us that the 
Scripture should be our only standard. 
We have to understand this with our 
mind and accept it with our heart. The 
beautiful words of Ellen G. White 
in the introduction to “The Great 
Controversy” describe this statement 
very well: “The Bible, with its God-
given truths expressed in the language 
of men, presents a union of the divine 
and the human. Such a union existed in 
the nature of Christ, who was the Son 
of God and the Son of man. Thus it is 
true of the Bible, as it was of Christ, 
that “the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us.” John 1:14.”
 Therefore the sole method to 
recognize the true from the false is to 
carefully study the Bible and discover 
if the Bible teaches and supports a 
particular doctrine or not. This is 
done by assessing, making parallels, 
referring different portions of the 
Bible, and drawing conclusions out of 
them. If the Bible supports a particular 
doctrine, we should accept it; if not, 
consider this teaching false and reject 
it. Another supporting method to 
discover unbiblical doctrines is to track 
their origins. This is done with the help 
of other sources – literature, history, 
archeology, science, philosophy, and 
others. However, once the origin of a 
particular teaching is discovered, we 
still need to check it for the Biblical 

correctness. In our studies, we mostly 
use the second method - follow the 
roots - as we may say.
 When Alexander the Great gained 
the victory over the so called “known 
world”, he decided to move the capital 
of Macedonia in Egypt. On the delta 
of the river Nile, on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea, he found in 332 
BC the city of Alexandria, also known 
as the “Mediterranean’s Bride” or the 
“Pearl of the Mediterranean”. This act 
to build a city on a conquered land, 
bearing the name of the conqueror, was 
a tradition in Macedonia. For example, 
his father, Philip II of Macedon, 
built the city of Philippopolis in the 
newly conquered territory north of 
Macedonia (today Plovdiv, Bulgaria).
 There is a story that Alexander 
himself drew the street plan of the city 
of Alexandria by pouring wheat flour 
from a bag. When he finished, his team 
retrieved on a nearby hill to observe 
his work. At this time the birds came 
and started feeding on the flour. The 
astrologers interpret this as a good 
sign from the gods. Alexander’s vision 
was this city to become the cultural 
center of the world. The Alexander’s 
work was continued by one of his 
four generals - Ptolemy, representing 
one of the four heads of the leopard 
in the Book of Daniel. Several years 
later, during the Ptolemaic dynasty, 
the Royal Library of Alexandria was 
found. The library is known as the 
Ancient Library of Alexandria. It was 
one of the largest and most significant 

Diluting the Gospel with External 
Viewpoints; Series Part 5 – The 
Neoplatonism: The Grand Synthesis of 
the Human Based Intellectual Heritage

Continued on Page 15

libraries in the Ancient world. 
Hundreds of thousands of books were 
kept there – the most of the books 
from the Ancient Greek Philosophy, 
including the books of Plato and 
Aristotle. Alexander’s dreams become 
true; Alexandria quickly became the 
capital of the knowledge in the Ancient 
world.
 A very unique intellectual 
atmosphere was created in Alexandria. 
The Ancient Greek philosophy met 
with the mysticism in Egypt. There, 
during the second and third century, 
a new philosophical ideology was 
born. Today we call it Neoplatonism. 
The Neoplatonism quickly became a 
dominant philosophical theory offering 
a comprehensive understanding of the 
universe and the place of the human 
beings in it. It started soon after the 
Apostolic Age, took over Greece 
and Rome, and “competed” with the 
establishment of the Christianity. 
Later on, when the Papal power built 
strength with the establishment of the 
Bishop of Rome, the Neoplatonism 
gradually diminished and died around 
5th century AD.

To Be Continued Next Month
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LIGHTHOUSE GROUP
Monday’s at 6:30 p.m.

Morgan Center

COME ON OUT:  The first meeting 
of  the Lighthouse Group will meet 
on Monday, September 23, 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m. We’ll meet in the Morgan Center 
with snacks and light refreshments. The 
Lighthouse group will be a discussion 
meeting, discussing life issues and 
problems that come up in day-to-day 
living. It will be an opportunity to share 
with each other and lift each other up. 
The goal is to get to know each other 
better to help each other as time goes 
on. You don’t have to commit, just come 
and see if  you can be a help or get some 
help. See you then.

FRIDAY NIGHT
FAMILY STUDY
7:00 p.m., Friday’s

We will be studying the Minor Prophets. 
Please join us at the Sparks’ house for 
study and dessert. 199 Grassy Lane, 
Mooresboro, North Carolina, 614-530-
5041.

MID-WEEK BIBLE
STUDY

Wednesday 6:30 p.m., in the School. The 
next series will be Peter’s Ladder of  Spiritual 
Growth. Please join us for singing, prayer 
time, and Bible study.

Operation Christmas Child
 Sarah Rowe & Sara Wolff
 Please join the school children as 
we pack shoeboxes. Items to include in 
boxes: hygiene items, school supplies, 
toys (stuffed animal, soccer ball with 
pump, small musical instrument, blocks) 
clothing & accessories (socks, underwear, 
flip flops, gloves, hat, tee shirt), pillow 
case or small blanket. Think of  gifts for 
all ages (2-4, 5-9, 10-14) we will label 
them accordingly by gender and age. If  
you are unable to collect items consider 
writing a thoughtful note, donating cash 
– (it costs $9 per box to ship), and taking 
the time to pray for the children who 
will receive these boxes. Donate items in 
the tub under the bulletin board. There 
will be a packing party November 13, 3 
- 5 p.m. at the school if  you want to join 
us.

If you woke up this morning with more body parts that work than hurt, then you 
are blessed.

 If you have food, clothes  and a place to live, you are richer than 75% of the World. 

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, or spare change at home, you are 
among the top 8% of the world’s wealthiest people. 

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, 
the agony of torture, or the pains of starvation, you are ahead of five million people 
in the world. 

If you can read  you are blessed more than two billion people in the world who 
cannot read. 

        ~ Joyce Meyer, Eat the Cookie. . . Buy the Shoes

If you want to turn your life around, 
try thankfulness. It will change your 
life mightily.
 ~Gerald Good
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Art, Music,  and Sports

 There are many aspects of 
education that are often overlooked 
or downplayed.  P.E., music, and art 
are three of these areas.  Ironically, 
these specific subjects (perhaps more 
than many others) carry over into our 
adult lives and play a significant part 
in helping us to develop hobbies, 
interests, and relaxation outlets.  The 
teachers at our school value these areas 
very much, and are hoping to foster a 
lifelong love for beauty and a healthy, 
well-rounded lifestyle that our children 
will carry into their adult lives.
 “Art is the most fun, coolest, 
amazing, “awesomest” subject in 
school.  We have done a lot with chalk 
pastels and some with oil pastels.  The 
pastels are really fun, especially the 
chalk pastels, because you can blend 
color very, very well.  The last pastel 
project we did was we colored and 
drew a picture.  Then, we traced an 
animal on the back and cut it out so 
then you had this really colorful animal 
in which we glued on a black piece 
of paper.  That was really fun, and I 
liked it.  Art pops out to me because 
the colors are amazing!  I really love 
art!   The book we are reading in our 
English class is about pottery, and we 
actually have a pottery wheel coming 

in the mail. I can’t wait for that because 
I looooooooove art, and I think that 
will be really, really fun.”  By, Juliana
 “Mrs. Wanangwa, our bell teacher, 
is amazing!  She takes her own time 
to help us learn bells.  I know that 
our school really appreciated all Mrs. 
Wanangwa does.  She has to come to 
the school during her lunch break to 
teach bells.  Mrs. Wanangwa is very 
musical, and she uses her talent to help 
kids play bells.  She is a real blessing to 
our school. I just want to thank her for 
everything she does.  Thank you Mrs. 
Wanangwa!”  By, Aubrey
 Soccer season is almost over for 
this year, but it has been a LOT of fun!  
Many thanks to Sarah Rowe for the 
time she has spent coaching our team 
and helping them learn how to develop 
their skills and work together as a team.
“We have a team practice almost every 
week and a few games here and there.  
Mrs. Sarah is our coach, and we are 
currently undefeated.  We all have a 
passion for a certain position, but we 
are all able to play any position.  Even 
though it is easy to be a good sport if 
you win, I bet we all would be good 
sports if we lost.  We sort of got used to 

Art, Music,  and Sports
 Continuued from Page 4
it a few years ago when we lost every 
game we played.  Then, the next year 
we won like one game.  Al the way up 
to now, when we win every time.”  By, 
Stevie
 Olympic Day at Fletcher Academy 
– “It was a lot of fun competing against 
different schools.  I want to thank 
Mr. Durby and staff for running the 
stations.  I liked meeting new people 
and cheering on our teammates.  We 
did the long jump, sack race, the tug-
of-war, 440 race, and the 100 yard 
sprint.  We had a lot of fun.”  By, Levi

Continued on Page 17

Fall Festival
 Many thanks to the church 
members who partnered with us 
to make a fantastic day of fun and 
fellowship at the Fall Festival!!!  We 
would like to send out a special “shout 
out” to Sara Wolff for organizing all of 
the booths and events!!!
 “The fall festival was very fun 
because everyone was playing and 
having fun with things like face 
painting and hair coloring.  We also 
had a paintball shot, and we brought 
two slingshots.  There was a human 
foosball game which is like the real 
foosball but you play It from the inside.  
I really liked the food there. We had 
funnel cakes.  We also had a pie eating 
contest.”   By, Paul
 Thank you Polk County for the 
new bookshelves!!! “Polk County was 
so nice that they gave us bookshelves.  
It is good to have new bookshelves, so 
we can fill them, and people can read 
and learn.  If you can read, then you 
can read the Bible, and most of all 
learn more about God and the plan of 
redemption.”  By, Judah
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Thrift Store T ales
 Karen Sparks
 As we wait on our new store, we 
have started to sell the home goods 
in the gym on a continuing basis. Our 
customers are loving it and seem to 
come and visit more often. I only have 
four tables set up and have included 
Christmas items, linens, kitchen, 
hardware and books.
 As a reminder our store hours are:

 Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 Monday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 Friday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 
 If you are available anytime 
between those hours, please stop by to 
volunteer. We would love to have extra 
hands. 
 Blessings,
 Karen Sparks

Friends of Foothills
 Kelley Edney
 Thank you so much for the 
donations of disinfectant wipes last 
month.  This month we are collecting 
liquid laundry detergent to donate to 
Foothills Humane Society in Columbus 
NC. You can put your donation in the 
Share Thy Bread crate in the lobby of 
the church.  Every little bit helps until 
all the animals have a home.

School Bells
 Wanangwa Hartwell
 Hi everyone! We are gearing up 
for a great Christmas season with 
the bells. We may have as many as 
four programs scheduled. Watch for 
announcements with specifics but 
most importantly, plan to be at church 
for a special Christmas bell service on 
Sabbath, December 7. See you there!

Last day to order
Pecans

November 4, 2019
 Call 828-859-5757
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  And for the next few days the 
troll traveled throughout the land 
of Swabeedoo spreading his lie to 
every Swabeedoo-dah he met – and 
handing out free Cold Pricklies for the 
Swabeedoo-dahs to give away instead 
of the Warm Fuzzies.
 Before long, all the Swabeedoo-
dahs were giving away Cold Pricklies 
instead of Warm Fuzzies. Instead of 
making each other feel happy and 
loved, they began to feel unhappy and 
rejected. They began to get discouraged 
and sick, have headaches and stomach 
problems, and some even died. And 
they never knew who to trust. Every 
time they’d meet each other they’d 
think, “Shall I give away one of my 
precious Warm Fuzzies or a free Cold 
Prickly?” And more often than not, 
they gave away a Cold Prickly. They 
were believing the lie the troll had 
easily worked into their community.
 When a brave soul would give 
away a Warm Fuzzy, it was received 
with suspicion. You could hear 
comments such as:
 “Warm Fuzzy, humm? Wonder 
what’s behind it.”
 “I never know if my Warm Fuzzies 
are appreciated.”
 “I gave a Warm Fuzzy and got a 
Cold Prickly in return, just see if I do 
that again!”
 “You never know about Sadie, 
a Warm Fuzzy 1 minute and a Cold 
Prickly the next!”
 “Please don’t give me a Cold 
Prickly and I won’t give you one. 
Okay?”

 “I want to give my son a Warm 
Fuzzy, but he just doesn’t deserve it.”
 “Sometimes I wonder if grandpa 
has a Warm Fuzzy to his name.”
 And the troll sat back in his deep 
dark cave and laughed and laughed 
and laughed at the trick he had played 
on the Swabeedoo-dahs – because 
they now were just as miserable as he 
was!
 Moral of the story – Don’t let a 
green troll get the best of you as he 
did with the Swabeedoo-dahs. You’re 
smarter than that!
     Adapted from a story by Sidney 
B. Simon –
 Now, look at this story in a 
different place and time.
 Instead of Swabeedoo land what 
if it was in Tryon, our church campus, 
our school, our home, our work and 
our community
 Instead of Swabeedoo-dahs what 
if it was people in the Tryon Church 
Family, the school, the Christians in 
this community
 Warm Fuzzies are kind words, 
kind gestures, respect, manners, 
taking time to say “Hi” and not being 
selfish.
 Cold Pricklies are unkind 
words, unkind actions, being rude or 
disrespectful behavior. Cold Pricklies 
are from Satan, NOT from Jesus.
 As long as you GIVE Warm 
Fuzzies you will never run out of 
them, even if you occasionally get an 
unkind Cold Prickly.
 Live for Jesus and share Warm 
Fuzzies!

The Warm Fuzzy Story
 Continued from Page 1



Advertising
 news@tryonsdachurch.org
 Do you have something you wish 
to sell? A service you provide? Please 
submit to the above e-mail address. 
Thanks!

ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS - Do 
your blue jeans need attention? I can 
usually fix torn belt loops, rips, holes 
in the pockets or hemming. Has the 
elastic deteriorated in your skirt or 
pants? Are your sleeves or pant legs 
too long? Give me a call @ 828-817-
7015. ~ Deb Grant.

FIREWOOD:  John Cantrell, 828-
817-7345 or 828-817-4178. Split. 
Hardwood. Delivery within 25 miles.

HONEY for Sale:  Benjamin Owens, 
828-287-5866. 24# = $65. 12# = $40. 
3# = $12.

RECUPERATIVE MASSAGE:  
Roseanne Richards, 864-357-4875. 
Call or Text. Chair Massage on site. 
Therapeutic Massage at Richard’s 
home. (SC #10851; NC #16659.)

PERSONAL LIFESTYLE coach 
available to guide you to help you 
with your health challenges.  Can 
meet regularly and support during the 
week.  Call or text Bev Cook for more 
information at 704-692-6667.
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The Warm Fuzzy Story
Submitted by Deb Grant

 Once upon a time there was a tribe of little people called Swabeedoo-dahs, 
living in the land of Swabeedoo. And more than anything else, the Swabeedoo-
dahs loved to give away Warm Fuzzies. They would each carry around a little bag 
on their backs and whenever they would meet another Swabeedoo-dah they’d give 
each other a Warm Fuzzy. And oh, it made them so happy. Whenever they’d get a 
Warm Fuzzy they’d feel special. And when they’d give one away it was a way of 
saying, “I like you.”
 Outside of town there was a big green troll that lived in a deep dark cave. He 
spent all of his time digging up Cold Pricklies and giving them away. It is no fun 
to receive a Cold Prickly. It makes you feel sad. You feel like crying and running 
away.
 Now, the troll didn’t like all the Swabeedoo-dahs giving away Warm Fuzzies 
and making each other so happy, when he was so miserable. He wanted everybody 
to be just as miserable as he was so he decided to visit Swabeedoo and play a trick 
on the unsuspecting Swabeedoo-dahs.
 He carefully picked up all the Cold Pricklies he’d dug up and filled a great big 
bag full of them, and headed into Swabeedoo land.
 The first Swabeedoo-dah he met immediately reached into his bag for a Warm 
Fuzzy and started to hand it to the troll as he said, “It is so good to see you. Please 
take a Warm Fuzzy.”
  But the troll replied, “Oh, I couldn’t do that. Don’t you know if you give away 
all your Warm Fuzzies, you won’t have anything left. You’d better go home and 
hid them and I’ll give you some Cold Pricklies to give away instead. I have a huge 
supply – and they are free!” And he gave the Swabeedoo-dah a handful of Cold 
Pricklies.
 “Ouch,” said the Swabeedoo-dah as he took the Cold Pricklies. “But, thanks 
for the advice.”
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Autumn
   Wanangwa Hartwell
(From Nature Nuggets by Harold W. 
Clark)

 The radiant glory of autumn is 
no less beautiful than is the brilliance 
of spring. Over everything there is 
a spell that penetrates the soul with 
a mysterious power. So in life, there 
may be a sweetness in its closing days 
that is no less charming than is that of 
youth.

 In autumn the glow of nature, 
blazing in vivid colors on every tree 
and blade of grass, is like a consuming 
fire to cleanse the earth and make it 
sweet and clean for another year.
 The leaves are dropped from all 
the trees, but they are converted into 
plant food, to be used again by God 
in building a new, fresh mantle of life 
for the next season. Autumn warns that 
winter is coming. The wise man makes 
provisions for the time of storm ahead. 
We need to heed the signs of the times.

 Katie is continuing the great service of fresh pecans from Georgia that John 
and Odila Oliver have blessed us with for many years.
 Pecans are sold by pre-order and pre-pay.

$8 a bag
Halves, Pieces or Bits

Last day to order
November 4, 2019

 Call 828-859-5757


